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READER 


T might juitly appear ridi- 
| culons to make @ large Pre- 
face to this little paper. The 
on of it is eaſily known at the 
i ſight, to render the chief 
Heeds of our Religion plain and 


| taffe to the young and ignorant. 


And this I hope , is an attempt 
if that nature as' needs no great 
Apologie, except on this account, 
that it comes after there hath 
been ſo much done to the ſame 
purpoſe already , and that ſo ſuf- 
ficiently, as might ſeem to ren- 
der all futnre undertakings of 
this nature wholly needleſs. But 
to this let it ſuffice to anſwer , 
that what I have here drawn up 
was intended for my own private 


A'Z uſe, 


TO THE 

uſe , for which Il ic#uld not find 
any 0 thoſe Expoſitions T light 
on, rough / otherwiſe '3nf their 
kindrvery excellent, and to ſome 
of which I have been much behol- 
den) ty all circamſtances ſo ſuis 
ted as 1 deſired. 

' And, they moreover for whoſe 
ſake this . was chicfly deſigned, 
had not thoſe other belps of this 
amature ut hand, nor could I ſq 


eaſily procure the ſame for them | 


4s I can this. 

What is here doneis in ſubſere 
viency to that Catechiſme which 
our Church recommends to the 


younger 02 that by @ plain | 
er explication of the | 


and fa 
principles contained in it, the 
uſe thereof might be rendred more 


profitable to the learners. And | 


. . for this Thad the judgment and 
authority of the Right Reverend 
my Dioceſan encouraging me 

bereto , 
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lereto;athat none may accuſe me 
of boldneſs in this undertaking. 
Some perhaps may wonder that 

lobſerve no mare proportion in ex- 
plicating the Articles of the Creed, 
whilst T am ſo large on ſome, and 
om others very brief. But for 
this I thought 1 had ſufficient 
reaſon , when IT conſidered, that 
about ſome of them (as parti- 
eularly that of Believing in Je- 
ſus Chriſt) #her ehave been ma- 
ny hot diſputes, and ſome dange- 


rows miitakes, of which. there 


| are ftill ſome _ Books and 


Sermons tos full , notwithſtan- 


; ding all the endeavours of many 
| excellent Divines for their ve- 


moval, That which I have hbere- 
in ſincerely aimed at, is onely to 
repreſent the Goſpel in its native 
plainneſs and ſimplicity, that 
the Text might not be ſpoiled by 
@ dark Comment, as too oft it 

A 4 Is, 


_ TO THE 

zs, whilſt eaſie and obviows truths 
are obſtur'd with hard words, 
and with ſuch ſubtil notions and 
diftin@ions, that if the Salva- 
tion of Common people lay upon 
the underitanding of them , their 
caſe were hard. 

In the explication of+ ſome 0+ 
ther Articles, (as eſpecially that 
o the Catholick Church) I 
have conſulted the particular ne- 
ceſſity and danger of that people, | i 
amongſt whom at preſent the pro | t 
vidence of God hath caſt my lot. | 1 
And to this I was the rather in» | } 

] 
| 
| 


clined , 4s finding not long ſince 
in ſome of their hands an expo- 
ſition of the Creed by a Popiſb 
Author , wherein he endeavours, | 
though with miſerable ſucceſs , to 
ſhelter ſome of the prime novel- 
ties and falſhoods of Popery uns 
der the Articles of the common 
Chriſtian Faith. And under that 
head 


| 
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heed of the Catholick Church 
would fain perſwade ws ,. that 
the Roman Church and the Ca- 
tholick, are of equal ſignification 
and extent. In order whereto , 
with their uſual cunning, he jum- 
bles 1 can't tell how many things 
together; and asks his Scholar 
bow he can prove that St. Peter 
wes Head of the Church, and 
the Biſhops of Rome his Succeſſors 
in this power and dignity. And 
the Proof is only from thoſe two 
Texts , which they ſo commonl, 
preſs to this purpoſe, Joh. the left, 
15, 16, 17. Mat. 16. 18. The 
inſufficiencie of which Allegati- 
ons for that end they produce them, 
hath an hundred times over been 
ſbewn them ; whilſt from Chriſts 


to St. Peter tofeed his flock, that 


| #, tobe diligent in preaching to 


them the Goſpel, they would in- 
fer 


TO THE 


er his power over the whole 
Church, becauſe forſooth there js 
mention made both of Lambs and 
Sheep. And the title given. hi 
in the latter place (ſuppoſing it 
to be ſpoke rather of his perſon 
than confelſion) is no more than 
what we find beſtowed on the other 
Apoſtles, Eph. 2. 20, Rev. 21, 
14. Bat qll this while, here's not 
a ſyllable of his eſtabliſhment in 
the Biſhoprick, of Rom? , nor of 
any power over the univerſal 
Church to be derived from bim 
to bis jor in that Sex: 
wor jet will they ever be able to 


ſhew, why this power (if any ſuch | 


there bad been) ſhould not rather 
be confer 'd upon the Sex of At- 
tioch, whereof they grant hins to 
have been Biſhop , before be ws 
at Rome. On ſuch meer uncer- 
tainties do depend the oreat Ar- 
ticles of the Romiſh faith, bs 

theſe 
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theſe things "tis needleſs here to 
repeet 5 only T ſhall deſure any man 
that is impartial to let his own 
conſcience judge, whether the de- 
fnition Thave afterward given of 
atrue Catholick, Chriſtian, That 
he 15 one who fincerely. believes 
the doctrines,and obcys the pre- 
cepts of Jeſus Chrilt, be not far 
more agreeable to Scripture and 
reaſon, than that which Po piſh Aut- 
thors give, whilſt they would have 


iteſential to a Chriſtian to be ſub- 
Gej to the Biſhop of Rome. And 
Inced not ſuggeſt to the judicious, 
bow conſiderably the Popiſh Canſe 
is weakned by this (ingle conclu(i- 
0#, That a man may be a true 
Catholick Chriſtian, (as 7 have 
before defined him) and ſo be 
laved, without being ſubject to 
the Pope. _ For if this once be 
granted (as needs it muſt if Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon may be of any 


force 


TO THE 


force in the diſpute) then it plain: 
ly appears , that all their loud talk 
about the Tnfallibility of the 
Chnrch, the Authority of the 
Church, no ſalvaticn 3s to be had 
out of the Chnrch, &c. is nothing 
elſe but empty noiſe: And 4 compa- 
25 of Quakers or any other Selta- 
ries, if they were got but good ſtore 
of them together, might talk ju 
at the ſame rate, and with mmuc 
what theſame reaſon; whilſt they 
arrogatc all thoſe things to their 
own party,, which are fpoxe of the 
ht. Church of Chriſt, if not 
more than we find aſcribed evento 
this.Tea, and grant that the Church 
of Rome were a ſonnd part of this 
zniverſal Church, yet ſtill tis but 
a part, and therefore could not, 
with any | os of reaſon , lay 
claim to thoſe promiſes and privi- 
ledges which pertain to the whole 
Church , any more than any other 
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jert equally found might do. But 
this is not 4 place to diſcourſe 
theſe matters at large. 

One thing more IT cannot but 
mention, which T obſerved in the 
fmenamed Popiſh Treatiſe, viz. the 
mnthors endeavour to prove the 
lewfuleſs of praying to Saints,and 

rom Gen. 48. 16. IWhere 
Jacob bleſſing Joſephs children , 
ſath, Let my name be named on 
them, and the name of my Fa- 
thers Abraham and 1ſaac. Here 


for named he renders it invoca- 
ted (which makes nothing for his 
udvantage, ſince even thus it 3s not 
ivocated by but on then) and 
thence would fain perſwade bis 
Readers, that Jacob here exhorts 
bis Sons to pray to him when dead, 
md to their forefathers. Though I 


un hardly thinkthis Author bim- 


ſelf -was ſo perſwaded, but offer- 
red as much violence to his conſci- 
ence 


TO THE 


ence 4s to the Text , when. he al. 
ledged it as a proof of that, to 
which it hath not the leaſt refe- 
rence : being ſpoke onely of his t4- 
king Ephraim 4rd Manallch ixto 
the number of his Sons, according 
to ver. 5. of that Chap. aud ſo 
they were afterwards reckoned 
with the reſt, as Heads of their re- 
ſpe@ive Tribes. (Is it any wonder, 
by the way.if this ſort of wen have 
ſach a low eſteem of Seriptme , 
when they can have no more ſerviet 
from it at their greateſt needs?) 
Upon this occaſior* it was that be- 
fore the Expoſation of the Lords 
Prayer, 1 have in an Apſwer or 
two ſhewn, to whom it is we ought 
to direF# our prayers, viz. to God 
onely through Jeſus Chriſt, 
mhich I have there, I hope, given 
tient evidence. 80 plain and 
juſtiftable is the doGrine and pra- 
ice of our Church,in this and - 
ot! 
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ather matters of moment in con- 
troverſie betwixt us and the 
Church of Rome, they themſclues 
wt daring to diſapproveof what 
ye doe. a we juſtly rejedt 
#d ſufficiently diſprove their ad- 
ditions to Chriſtianity , where- 
pith they have loaded and corrup- 
ted it. 

Throughout the explication of 
the Creed (there being ſeldome any 
wed under the other Heads) I have 
been careful to annex Scriptare- 
_ to all thoſe points , which 
might in the leaſt feeme to need 
them, - and were capable of that 
way of Proof. | 

In the end 1 have added twe 
Forms of prayer, uſeful for fami- 
lies that have no better helps : two 
alſo for the younger ſort ; together 
With two graces to be uſed before 
and after meat. In the drawing 
wp of which T have been ſo careful, 
that * 


TO THE 


that Thope there lies no conſidera 
ble objetion againſt the matter of 
them: And then , as for thoſe who 
think a Form it ſelf unlawful, 1 
ſhall not ſtand to concern my ſelf 
with their obje@ions or cen ſure, 
May but theſe weak endeavours 
conduce any thing to the promo- 


ting of the knowledge and pradice | 


of that Do&rine which 1s accor- 
ing to Godlineſs, that is, of our 


Chriſtian Religion , all whoſe do-|- 


Frines and Precepts,are every way 
fitted to make men godly here,and 
bleſſed hereafter , T ſhall then have 
wy end, and let God have the 


praiſe. 


AN 


|.Q 


(1) 
AN 


EXPLICATION 


CREED. 


Ince by your Baptiſm . you 
bave taken Kpon you the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, what 
is required of you to make 

good this profeſſion? 

A. 1 muſt believe all that God by 
Jeſus Chriſt hath revealed, and do all 
that he harh commanded. 

Q. What brief Summary have you of 
the Chriftian Faith? 

1. The Creed commonly called the 
AApoitlec. 

Q. Kehearſe the Articles of your 
Creed. 

A. 1b&lieve in God the Father Al- 
mighty , maker of heayen and earth, 
B ang 


A 


Pſal. 90. 2. 
Rev. 4. 11. 
I Tim.1. 
17 
Pſal. 62.11, 
I foh. 4.8. 
76b.11.7. 


(2) 


and in Jeſus Chriſt his onely Son our , 


Lord, who was conceived by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, 
uffered under Pontius Pilate, was cru- 
cifed, dead and buried, he deſcended 
intohell, the third day he roſe again 
from the dead, he aſcended into hea- 
ven, fitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty : from thence he 
ſhall come to judg the quick and the 
dead. T' believe 1m the Holy-Ghoſt, 
the holy Catholick Church , the com- 
munion of Saints, the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, the Reſurrection of the Body, 
and the life everlaſting. Amen. 

Q. What mean you by ſaying You be- 
lieve in Goa, &C ! 

A. 1 believe there is one firſt and 
mo!t glorious Being, without - begin- 
ning or end, the Maker -of all things, 
who is infinite in wiſdom, power, good- 
neſs, and all perfeRtions. 

. What \reaſon have you to believe 
there 1s ſuch a Being, ſince you caunat 
ſee h: 12 

A. Becaufel ſee thoſe things which 
can come from no other cauſe, 

Q. Wha be thoſe ? 

A. Thus 


=> TEL. BE & A TT —_ — P*, 


(4) 


'| 4. This great world, and all the Rom. T. 20; 


tures ih-it, which are made and 
werned in ſo wonderful a manner. 
Q. How was the worldmizde ? 
A. Out of nothing, by the word Ge, x. 
{God, inthe ſpace of (ix days. 
Q. Are there more Gods than one ? 
A. No,thereis but one. Dear. 6.4... 
Q. Why do you call God Father * Gal, 3.20. 
A. Principally as he is the Father ,, 3 
four Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in a/peculiar |" ©" 
ud unſpeakable manner. fo : ; 
Q. Have you any other reaſon ? LEY: J- SF 
A. Yes, as alſo he is the Father of C9 1:3. 
firits; both Angels and men, and e- Heb. 12. 9. 
hecially of thoſe who-love and ſerve A*t-17-29. 


limas dear children. 2 Cor.6.18, 
Q. What mean you by ſaying God 1s Eph. 5. 1, 
Amgbry ? 


A. I thereby mean that God hath fer.32. 
power to do all things that contradict 17. 19. 

not his wiſdome and goodneſs; and fob 9. 12. 
tath ri-ht and anthority ro'diſpole of 154am.3.18. 
ul things as he pleaſeth, 

Q. How is Jeſus Chriſt the So of 

bod? 

A. As he was begotten by the Fa- Job. 1. 1 
ther before all worlds, in a manner pe- ;, 14, 

B 2 cultar 


By 


Col, 1. Iy, 
16, 17. 
Ia. 53.8. 


Rom. 9. 5. 

1 Tim.3.16, 

' Phil.2.6,7. 
7oh. 3.13. 


Lak, 1. 35. 


Heb. 7.26. 


Heb. 2. 14, 


I5» 16, 7. k nd 


(4) 
culiar to himſelf alone, and by us no 
to be declared or underſtood. 
Q. What doyou apprehend of Chriſt 
by this eternal generation. 
A. Thatheis true God, one with 


+ the Father, being the Second perſon 


of the bleſſed Trinity. 


Q. But is he not man as well a 


* Goa? 


A. Yes, he is both God and man 
in one perſon, the humane nature be. 
ing united to his Divine perſon. 

Q. How didthe Son of God become 
man ? 

A. He was conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt , in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary, and in this reſpe& alſo he ily 
ledthe Son of God. 

Q. Wherefore was this wonderful 
conception e 

A. One reaſon was, that he might 
be pure from all ſin, wherewith the 
nature of others is polluted. 

Q. Why ſhould ſo glorious 4 perſon 
ſtoop ſo low as to become man ? 

A. That he might be fit to obtain 


Redemption and falyation for man- | - 


Q. What | & 


| 


(5) 
. What is ſignified by his names 
" and Chal ; 

A. feſws lignifies Saviour , and 
Chriſt Anointed , to let us underſtand 
tat he is anointed or ſer apart to be 
jur Saviour and Redeemer, 

Q. How came man to ſtand in need 
fa Redeemer? 

A. By-reaſon of that ſinful and mi- 6 
krable eltate into which he fell. _ $: 0, 
Q. How came ſin and miſery firſt in- 7, þ | 

» the world? > Jo bo 

A. By the diſobedience of our firſt 5* ©: 
Parents Ad.;m and Eve. Rom 5. 12* 

Q. In what eftate were they ereated 

A. In an holy and happy eſtate. Ger. 1.26. 

Q._What was the particular Sin by 27, 31. 
wich they fell? 

A. Their cating of the fruit of a Gen, 3. 
certain tree in the Garden of Eden, of 
which God had commanded them not 
to eat, called the Tree of knowledge 
of good and evil. 

Q. What miſchief did this their ſin Row. 3.23, 
ond fall bring upon us ? Rom. 5.17, 


| 


A. By one mans diſobedience many 1g, 19, 
were made ſinners, and the Fountain 
being unclean, ſo are the ſtreams. Job. 14. 4. 
B 3 Q.. And Pſal. 51. 5. 


(6) 
. And what is our danger by res 
fe Sh Fo our ſinful condition? 
Rom.5.15, 4. We arc liable to the wrath 
26. God and to whatever [miſeries it ſhal 
2 Cor.5. 14, pleaſe himto infli&t, either here or for 
Emh.2.1, everhereafter. 
2, 3: .Q. Wh then did Chriſt intend in 
becoming the Redeemer of mankind. 

Mat.1.21. A. Todeliver men from under the 
AF. 3-26. guilt and power of lin, and to fave 
Col. 1,21, them from miſery , and reſtorethen 
23. to the love and favour of God, 

Q. How did be bring to paſs thi 

' great work ? 

Luk. 9.58.” 4, Becoming man , he lived a mot 
7ob. 8+46. holy and afflicted life, by his dodrrine 
T Pet. 2. andexampleſhewing to men their d 
21,22,23- ty ; and died a ſhameful, painful death 
24. upon the Croſs, that he might pur- 
1 Per. 3.18. chaſefor us pardon of (in, with grac 
Rom.y.1, 2. toheal our natures and fit us for glory, 
Heb. 9. 14. Q. By whom was Chriſt put to death! 
Mark, 15- DA. Through the malice and pre 
IS. - Curement of the fews, he was conden- 
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Aat. 22, ned tobecrucified by Pontius Pilate 
20, 21, Roman Garerncur che Jews being the 
| in ſubjeRion to the Romans. 

Q. But why did God / p41 S111 wh! 


had 


| 


| 


(7) 


had ſinned, and lay ſuch ſufferings oz 
bis inndtent and beloved Son ? 

A. Becauſe by this means he diſco- 70h 3. 16. 
vered his infinite mercy to mankind, 1 709. 4.10. 
and yet in a way that gave great ho- £977. 3-25» 
nour to his jultice, an atonement be- 20. 
ing made for lin, and a ranſome paid /4t-20. 
that the (inner might be redeemed. 2%. 

Q. How 1s #t for the honour of God Rom. J-IT, 
not to pardon ſin without an Atonerent ? 1 Cor .0.20, 

A. When God had made alaw and 
threatned miſery to the tran'grefours, 
if he had given no teſtimony of his diſ- 
pleaſure upon the tranſgreſſion of it , 
the world would have been apt to call 
his wiſdome and holineſs in queſtion, 
to- ſlight his authority, and be more 
bold to {in againſt him, 

Q. How then do the ſufferings of 
Chriſt vindicate theghelineſs and juſtice 
of God? 

A. jIn that they do fully diſcover z,,,,z.25. 
the horrid evil of fin, andthe holineſs ;;,. 9, 22, 
and juſtice of God in his hatred of ir}, 2. 
who would grant no pardon without , pq, x. 
the death of ſo glorious a perſon. 18, 19. 

Q. What 5s the proper effet of this * 
Conſideration ? 


B 4 A, 19 


| 
| 
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(8). 
A. To make men ſenſible of their 
danger, and humbled for their fins, and 
thereupon to hate and forſake them, 
Q. How doth the death of Chriſt en- 

gage us to Repentance and Obedience? 
2Cor 5.15. 4 The infinite love of God and the 
Rom: 2. 4. Redeemer herein revealed is apt to 


-T 7oh4.1 g. Make men loveſo good a God, andto 


be careful to pleaſe him. 
. What farther motive doth it af- 
ford bereto? 
LInb.23.31 | A. The conlideration of what Chriſt 
Heb.1 4 * himſelf tuffered, for our ſakes only , 
e*+29* may aſſure us that dreadful vengeance 
will fall upon all thoſe who reje&this 
Saviour, and mult in their own per- 
ſons ſuffer for heir (ins ; which conſi- 
deration may well work upon all that 
love themſelves to forſake their (ins. 


| 1 Tim.2.6- Q. For whom did Chriſt dic ? 
| 3 Tim. 4. AA. Chriſt died for all men, that 


10. they might be ſaved upon condition 


| Heb. 2.9, oftheir believing in him: and ſo he is 
{1 7ob. 2.2. Lord of all, as having bought chem 
| 2 Pet.2. 1. with his blood, and hath full power of 


Rom, 14, ruling, judging and diſpoling of them. 
7,8,9. Q._ But who ſhall be attually ſaved 
2 Cor.$.14, by Chriſt? 


T5» _ _ A. Only 


1 


id 


(9) 


A. Only they, who , upon hea- 7ob. Yo 7 
ring the Geſpel, perform the conditi- Mar. 16 - 
gn therein required , of Believing in 16. 


Q.. What Plainiy is meant by this Be- 
leving in Chriſt, which is of ſo great 
weeſſiry to our ſalvation? : 

A. Hereby is meant that we muft {0.1 « 12+ 
ſeffecually believe that Jeſus Chriſt 79+ 7+ 37» 
s the Son of God, and Saviour of the 39, 
world, as to become heartily wi!ling foh.20. 31. 
to be ſaved by him, in the way appoin- 
ted inhis Goſpel. 

Q. What way bath he appointed in 
the Goſpel for our obtaining of ſalvati- 
one 

A. That we ſhould unfeignedly re- Act. 2. 38, 
pent us of all our ſins, obey his com- Mats 16, 
mands, imitate his example , and for 24+ 
his ſake alone hope for mercy and fal- fb 14,15, 
ration from the free grace of God, 1 Joh. 2+ 

Q. 15 it rot enough then for our ſa!- 2-3 4+3, 6+ 
vation, to believe that our ſins ſhall be Rom. 3» 
pardoned, and torely upon Chriji for this 24, 25» 
pardon ? 

A. No, for unleſs we forſake our 1 /ob.1.6,7. 
lins, all our confidence and reliance up- Afat.7. at. 
on Chriſt is but fond preſumption,lince Heb. 5. 9, 

lic 


(10) 


heisthe Author of eternal Calyation 


| onely to thoſe that obey him. 


Heb.12.14. 
Gal. 5, 6. 
AR.15. 9. 
Att. 26. 
a. |: 


Rom. F-1. 
Aft. 3.19. 


2 Cor. 8. 5. 
I Pet. 1,2. 


Q. What then are Obedience and 
Holineſs as neceſſary as Faith ? 

A. Yes, they are abſolutely ne. 
cellary, fince without holineſs we ſhall 
never ſee God, nor can we be putin- 
to a {tate Of jultification, but bythat 
faith, which, if life be continued, will 
certainly produce obedience. 

Q). When may a man be ſaid tobe in 
a ſtate of juſtification ? 

A. When heis fo far brought into 
the favour of God, that, according to 
the rule and tenour of the Goſpel, if 
he ſhould die in thar eſtate, he (liould 
not be condemn'd for his fins. 
 Q). And us there any thing beſide 4 
reliance on Chriſt's merits neceſſary to put 
45 at firſt into this ſtate of juſtification? 

A. Yes, there is alſo required «& | 
us Repentance for {in, with a lincere 
reſolutionto lead an holy life , which 
is as neceſſarily included in a right re- 
liance on Chrilt, asa reſolution to fol- 
low the directions of a Plylician 151n- 
cluded in our relying on him tor our 
recoyery. 

Q. At 


. judgment ?: 
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Q. Are we then to. account obedience 
the meritorious cauſe of our juſtification ? 

A. No, by no means, nor Faith Heb, 1. 4. 
neither ; for that isto be aſcrib'd pure- Heb. 9. 12. 
ly to the ſufferings of Chriſt, only our Fpk. 2. 8, 
| urterwhar upon him and reſolution 9, 10. 
to obey him (both which do ever fol- 7am. 2. 14. 
low upon a true faith) are required as 17, 18, 19, 
the condicon of this our juſtihcation. 20. cc. 

Q. What more is required of us 10 
continue us in this ſtate, and that we 


may be juſtified and ſaved at the day of 


Col. 1.23. 
A. Even the aRual performance of its rh, 


. theſe reſolutions, 1n liviag an holy life, |. 


and perſevering therein to the end, is x,,, 25. 
the neceſſary condition of our conti- ,, . &., 
nuance in Gods favour, and of our 2 7,þ” 09. 
compleat juſtification and, ſalvation at py,, 22 14 
the lait)day. 

Q. What mean you by that Phraſe 
that Chriſt deſcended imo Hell ? 

A. Tthereby underſtand his remai- ,, - 
ning under the power of death , his | - ©” 
ſoul being all this while in an inviſible © 
ſtate, as the ſouls of dead men are. 

Q. Howlens did be thus remairi wn- 
der the power of death ? 


. 24+ 
6,27. 31. 


A. Till 


ky 24. 
#6, 
7 Cor.15 4. 


AR 13,9, 


Aa 28, 
18, 

Heb. 1. 3. 
Phil. 2.9. 
TO, IIs, 


Mat. 24. 
JO, 


2 Tim, 4.1, 


' 


Keccleſ. 12. 
14. 


Ron. 2.16, 
2 Cor.$.10. 
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A. Tillthe third day, on which he 
roſe again from the dead, 

Q. How long did be remain on earth 
after his ReſurreFion ? 

A. Fourty _ only, to give al. 
ſurance of his Reſurre@ion, and ro in- 
ſtrut his Viſciples; after which, he 
aſcended into the higheſt heavens. 

. What mean you by his (tins at 
ihe She hand of God ? na oy 

A. His being exal ed as Mediatonr 
to divine dominion and glory, all things 
being delivered into his hands by the 
Father. 

Q, When will be fully manifeſt and 
declare his power ? 

A. When at the laſt day he ſhall 
comme in power and glory to judge the 
world, 

Q Who are the quick and the dead? 

A. All thar ſhall then be found a- 
live, and all that had been dead be- 
fore. 

. . For what arethey tob: 'nd;'d ? 

A. For all ations done in the body, 
whether good or bad, open or ſecret, 

"Q. For what end muft there be this 
frat wre indament ? 
A. That 
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A. That God, the righteous gover--, 
nour of the world, ma be glorihed in + 4 PA 
his condemning and puniſhing the 7, 
wicked, in his juſtifying and rewar- Jude 15, 
ding the righteous, 

, Whois the Holy ghoſt? 

T The third verfon ofthe ſacred: 7oh. 15.26, 
Trinity , proceding from the Father 1 Coy. 2. 
and the Son, being one God with the 10, 11, 
Father and the Son. 2 Cor. 13, 

Q. Why is the Divine Spirit called 14 


Holy ? 1 7oh. 5.7- 


A. Not only as he is holy in him- 
ſelf, bur alſo <4 it 1s his on {ook of. 2 Theſ.2. 
ice ro make men holy. TY 

. Whar bath he done, or ſtill con. T#+ 3+ $+ 
tinues to do toward the making men holy? 

A. He hath revealed the will of 2 Pet.r.21. 
Godin the holy Scriptures, and carries 7oh. 16.13, 
on the intereſt and delign of Chriſt in Rom. 8. 13. 
the world,by turning mens hearts from Gal, g, 22. 
the world ro God, from {in to holineſs, 

Q. For what reaſons do you beligue 
that the holy Scripuare vas wrote by ment 
inſpired by the Holy ghoſt ? 

A. Becauſe the Doctrines of it are 
ſo worthy of God, and have the con. 
frmation of ſuch muracles. 

N. h 


[ut . 28 
2 Tos. 3. 
15,16, 17. 


Fx Cor.2.12. 
I Cor.6.11. 
Rom. 5.5. 
I Cor.12.3- 
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Q. 1s the. will of God perfettly re- 


vealed in Soripture ? 


A. God hath ſo perfeRly revealed 
* his willand our dury therein, chat no- 
thing ought to be required! of us; ei- / 


ther to be believedor practiſed; as ne- 
ceflary to ſalvation, which is-noc plain- 
ly contained in this his holy b_—_ 


» Are there not ſome Traditiont' as © 


needful as the Scriprure,” and of equal 


_ wvaluewithit ? | 
 ; A. We need no Traditions beſide 


the Scripture: but the Tradition. 'or 
delivery of Chriſtian Religian, and the 


- Holy Scriptures, from one generation 
. 'ko another, eyerlince the time of Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles, gives us: great. aſſu- 
rance of their truth, and helps' us. to 
judge what: books belong tb.the Canon 
of Scripture;.apd what do not. 

Q- How does the Holy Ghoſt carry on 
the work of Chriſt upon the ſouls of men? 

A. By enlightning their minds to 
diſcern the vanity of the world and the 
evil of lin, and thereby enclining them 
to come to Chriſt, that through him, 


they may be-reconciled to God, and 
made happy in Its love, 
Q. How 
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Q. How do: s the Spirit work, theſe 

tits upon the Soul ? 

"A. By opening our hearts to at- AF.16.14.. 
nd: to ho word , wherein our duty 1 Theſſ. 2 
ith the motives to it is revealed, and 13. 
keeping the truths thereof upon our 7ob. 17. 17. 
ginds till they become effeual roour 4s gx. 33. 


 Jonverſion; though the way of its 7ob. 3. 8. 
{- Jrorking cannot be diſtinly rold. 

Q. Can 4 man be ſaved without the 
klp of the wy ? 

A. No, forifany man have nor the Joh 
pirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. > Þ 

Q. To what cd « the ſpirit ſo ne- 
afſary ? 
A. Both to implant grace in our 1 Thefſ. 5. 
[tearts, and to confirm and encreaſe 23, 24. 

be ſame; to comfort and guide us, 2 Thefſ. 2. 
vſtrengthen us againſt remptations,and 16, 17, 
| help us in the performance of all du- ph, 6. 10. 
nes. Rom. 8.26. 
Qs To whom do we owe the praiſe of 
ay good thing wrought in 1s # perfor- 
mea by 15? 

A. Tothe Spirit of God, whio works Eph..2.8 
in us both ro wall and to do. a. 20. , 

| Q. But where lies the fault, if men Phil. 2.13, 
hve all their days in ſir, and are never 
eonvertcd 


Rom. 8,9. 


Ll 
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converted and brought home to Gal! 

Heoſ,13.9. A. Wholly on themſelves and not 
4. 5+ 4+ onGod in the leaſt. 
#1, 3- 19. Q. But how can that be? ſince hi 
, Spirit alone can ſanttify them, can they 
help it if they are not ſanitified ? 
ob. 5. 40. , 4: Yes, for by theirſloth and wil. 
" Af.7. 51. fulneſs they grieve the good Spirit of 
Mat. 13, God and hinder his workings; and by 
12, rheir not improving that grace they 
have already received, are themſelyes 
the cauſe why they receive no more. 
Q. Is there then any thing to be done 
by #« , in order to our own converſion | 
and ſalvation ? 
Phil.2,12. A. Yes, for God commands us to 
work out our own falvation, 
Prov. 14. Q. What is it that we are to do? 
20. 21. A.. We'mult hear and read the word 
1 Tim. 4. of God, and conſider of it ; examine 
19.15. our hearts and keep continual watch 
foh.5 39. over our ways, and earneſtly beg of 
I Cor.13.5. God his holy Spirit, to enable us to do 
Eph. 6. 18. what he requires of us. 
Zatktt.1;. . What do you mean when you [a) 
fam. 1. 5. youbelieve the Holy Catholjck Church? 
Eph. 4. 4. A.Ido hereby profeſs to believe,that 
Is. Jeſus Chyiſt hath a Church upon earth, 
Col. I. 18. > made 


= 7 Sn 
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fuch who are baptized into the name of 
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wade up of all his rrue and living mem- 1C#7. 12. 
ters, which may be called that Body 12- 
nbereof he is the Head. 

Q. 1s there not ſome one Perſon here 

earth , appointed to be viſible head 0- 

w this Unwverſal Church, who is tobe 

ld Chriſts Vicar on Earth ? 

A. We read of no ſuch thing in 1/4. 49-23. 
Eripture, and therefore have no rea- Rom. 13.1. 
bn to believe it ; but under Chriſt , A#.20.28. 
frinces and Paſtours are the Heads Heb.13.17. 
ind Governours in their reſpeRive do- Eph. 2. 20: 
ginions and Churches. 21. 

Q. Way is this Church called holy ? 

A. Becauſe the members thereofare Eph. 5. 26, 
eparaced from the reſt of the world , 27. 
{dicated ro God, and engaged to ho- 1 Thefſ. 4+ ' 
lineſs-in heart and life. 7+ 

Q., Who are they that belong to this Rem. 6. 4. 
Church ? 43; 1 Pet.1.15: 

A. As to outward appearance, all ans aff 


C:ri », and do credibly profeſs their _ 

belief of the Goſpel and their reſolu- ©?! = 3. 

un co obey ir. | AR.8. 37- 
Q.. Who are th tres and{iving men- Ron. 109. 

bers of thi; Charch ? 9, 19. 


C A. Such, 


Rom.2. 29. 
Joh. 15.5. 
8.14. 


Rom. 2. 
IO,IT. 
Col.'3. 11. 


I Cor.1.13, 


1 Cor.I1.12., 
Th: Cephas 
here named 
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A. Such whoſe belief and life is a- 
greeable to their profeſſion, 

Q. Why ts it called the Catholique or 
Univerſal Chitrch ? 

A. To ſhew that itis not confin'd 
to any particular place or nation, as 
the Church of the Jews was, but is 
ſpread abroad over the face of the 
earth. 


. Is it proper then to give the name 


of Catholick onely to thoſe who are of this 
or that particular Church or Sett ? 

A. No, not at all, but very unrea- 
ſonable. ' 

Q. How is it then that ſome ſay, that 
the Church of Rome is the Catholique 
Church ? 

A. There is neither ſenſe nor chari- 
tyin it, (lace it is as much asto ſay, 
that one part (and a badone too) is 
the whole; and .that no man can bea 
true Chriſtian , except he be of the 
Church of Rome. 

Q. Are | not all Chriſtians in the 
world bound to be ſubjet ro the Churchof 
Rome ? 

A. No, not though it ſhould be 
Retormed, any more than they are 

bound 


—— 


_ 
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bound to be ſubje&t to the Church of was Sr. Pes 
England or. Scotland , which are but **r (ſee fohe 
parts of the Univerſal Church; And 7- 42.) who 
many good Chriſtians there were in *Þerefore 

the world , before there was a Church £##/d not be 
tt Rome , and many have been ſince , cad of the 
who perhaps never heard of any ſuch whole church 


place. much leſs the 
Q. Is it not allone then to be Papiſts Popes his 
and Catholicks ? pretended 


* A. Upon no account, ſince Papiſts S#ceeſſours. 
ſhow many ſo eyer they be) are but a 
rticular Se& of Chriſtians, as Ana- 
Laptiſts or Quakers are, and a Set 
that hath done a world of miſchief to 
the Church of God, by their dange- 
tous innovations, both in opinion and 
practice. 
Q. Who then is properly and tridy a 


| Catbolick, Chriſtian ? 


A. He that heartily believes all 11ay. 16 
that Jeſus Chriſt hath revealed, and 16. 
lincerely enceavours to do all that he 4:7. 19, 
bath commanded, tis the true Catho- 34, 35. 
lick, of what Church or nation ſoever Gal. 6. 15, 


he be. 16. 
(0. What is one of the beſt ſrons of Rom. 14. 
ſuch a true Catholick * yi 18. 


G2 A. 1o 


Job.13.35. 
Rom. 14. 
3, ++ 


* (20) 


A. To have a great deal ofchari- 


2 for all his fellow Chriſtians, though 
they are notin all things of the ſameo- 
pinion with himſelf. 

Q.. And does that ſign agree to that 
Sett who abſurdly call themſelvos Re- 
mane C atholicks ? 

A. Leſs than to any other Se& 
whatever, for they are bound by the 
defiautions of Popes & Councils (which 
if they contradit, they cannot be Pa- 
piits) to judge all men damn'd that 
are not of their Set, thereby condem- 
ning many millions of Chriſtians far 
better than themſelves ; which horrid 
uncharitableneſs, is enough to keep 
wiſe men from amongſt them. 

. Are the Churches which be refor- 
med from Popiſh innovations parts of the 
Catholick, Church of Chriſt ? 

A. Yes, and the beit and ſoundeft 
parts thereof, agreeing in all matters 
of ſubſtance; with the Church of Chriſt 
in all ages and nations of the world. 

Q. i1ow prope you that ? 

A. In that þ of reformed Chur- 
ches (as particularly our Church of 
Englard) do profeſs to hold nothing 

a> 
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[4 neceſſary to ſalyation, whichis not 


Ontained in the holy Scriptures, which 

Scriptures are received and be- 
liev'd by all other Chriſtian Churches, 
mho do thereby approve of all that we 
hold as neceſſary. 

Q. But why did theſe reformed Chur- 
des at firſt depart from Communion with 
the Church of Rome ? 

A. Becauſe the Romiſh Church im- 


zoſed ſuch new fangled dodrines and '7- 


Qiſes , as were plainly contrary to 
te word of God ; and therefore ic was 
n thoſe things to be departed from , 
by all choſe who would conform them. 
ſelyes to the” ancient Church, as it was 
ſettled by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

» What mean you by Communion 
of Saints ? 


Rom. 
18. 


I6, 


A. That Communion which Saints 1 70h. 1. 3. 
tave with God, and Chriſt theit Head, 1 Cor. 12, 
by partaking of his Holy Spirit ; and 13- 
with one another in their mutual like- Act. 2. 42. 
neſs and love, and in their aſſembling Heb.10.25. 
together for the worſhip of God. 

Q. What mean you by ſaying you be- 
leve the Forgiveneſs of Sins ? 

A. 1 hereby profeſs to believe,that x 9. 1. 7. 


C 3 they g. 
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they who repent of their (ins, truſt jn 
= Aa obey the Lord Jeſus, ſhall, for his 
LIoefe 1. ſake, find God ſo gracious to them, ag 
Ip. to free them from that condemnation 
and puniſhment ro which their {ins 
made them liable. 
Q. What mean you by ReſurreRion 
of the Body ? 
I Cor” 15. _4. I hereby profeſs to believe, that 
$1. at the laſt day, God will raiſe up all 
I Theſſ. 4- that were dead, and change thoſe tha 
14-15, 16. are then alive, and that they ſhall ap- 
7oh. 5. 28, pear before the Judgment-Seat of 
29. Chriſt. 
Q. What mean you by Life everlaſt- 


ing ? 
aTim.1.10. wt I do hereby profeſs my belief 
Mat. 25. of a future ſtate after this life, where- 
66. in the Righteous ſhall enjoy everlaſting 
Kew: 2G, tappineſs, and the wicked ſhall be ſen- 
7+ 8,9, 10. tenced mto everlaſting torments, 

Q. But does it not ſeem wery harſh to 
think, that God ſhould puniſh any the 
worſt of ſingers with everluſting tor- 
ments * 

Dent. 30. A. No, not when we conſider 
15. &c. what graciou terms were propoſed to 
fob. 3. 16, them, for their obtaining of glory, and 


I7. eſca- | 


| 
' 
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eſcaping of this miſery ; and how they Prov.5.36. 
themſelves did wilfully refuſe the of- Job. 5-49. 
fers of grace, when they knaw this Act-13.46. 
miſery would follow upon that refuſal. 

Q. What then is ſafeſt for us all to 
doin this caſe ? 

A. $0 to believe and fear theſe rer- 1{ar.9.43, 
rible threatnings of Chrilt, as to take 44, cc. 
the only ſure way to eſcape them , by Exc. 18.- 
obeying his commands , rather than 29, 30. ' 
to quarrel with them, or preſume they Jer, 5. 12, 
will prove falſe. | 13, 14. 

So much for the Articles of your 


Belief, 


Ave you alſo a brief Summary of the 
whole duty of man in reference to 
x prathice ? , 
A. Yes, the ten commandments. 
. Rehearſe the firſt. 

Þ > I am the red a God, which Fxo4.20.1, 
brought the out of the land of -g yp, 2, 3. cc. 
out of the houſe of bondage. Thou 
ſhalt have no other Gods betore me. 

Q. What learn you from the firſt 
commandment and the I'reface ſet be- 
fore it ? 

A. 1 hence learn, that we are bound 


Þ 4 t0 


Hark. 12. 

30. 

1 Tim.6.17. 

Heb.12.28. 

Pſal. 86.9. 

Phil.4.4.6. 

Dem. 28. 

” 14, 15: 
Pſal. 119. 
127,128. 

I Cor. 10. 
IQ. 
' 1 Pet. 5,6. 
4 
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0 acknowledge that God, who is our 
Maker, Owner, and the giver of all our 
mercies, to be the only crue and living 
God, and to behaye our ſelves toward 
him accordingly. 

Q. How doth it beſeem us creatures 
to behave our ſelves towardthis our God? 

A. We are buund tolove him with 
our lughetſt love , ro put our whole 
confidence in him ; to reverence, ad- 
mire and rejpyee in him, to pray to 


him and praiſe him , to obey all his ' 


commands without grudging , and to 
ſubmit to all his providerccs without 
murmuring or repining. 

Q. Which is the ſecond Command- 
ment £7 


A. Thou ſhalt not maketo thy ſelf 


any graven Image, or any likeneſs of | 


any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is1n the earth beneath, or that is 
in'the water under the earth: thou 
ſhalt not bow down thy ſe!lfro chem, 


'nor ſerve them, for I the Loid ty God 


am a jealous God, viliting che nic ui- 
ry of the Fathers uponthe Children, 
unto the third and fourth Generation 
of them that hate me, and ſhewing 

cnercy 
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mercy unto thouſands of them that 
love me and keep my commandments. 

Q. What are we taught in the ſecond 
Commandment ? 

A. The ſecond Commandment tea- 
cheth us tro worſhip God according to 
his own appointment, and to take ſpe- 
cial heed that we make not any image 
or piure of him; nor give religious 
worſhip ro an Image, upva any pre- 
tence whatſoever. 

Q. What reaſon do you find given 
for the engaging our obedience to this 
Command? 

A. The reaſon here givenis, that 
God isa jealous God, who therefore 
will not ſuffer himſelf to be diſhonou- 
red, by mens making and worſhipping 
any thing as an Image of him , bur 
will ſeverely puniſh ſuch idolarers and 
their poſterity ; whilſt the true lovers 
and worſhippers of him ſhall be plen- 
teouſly rewarded , even to many ge- 
nerations. 

Q. What other reaſon do you find 
given in the repetition of the Law? Deur. 
4. 12,15, 16. Cc : 

A. We there find this farther ad- 

ded 
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ded, that vchen God ſpake to the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, they only heard a voice, 
bur ſaw no fimilicude, (or bodily 
ſhape) and therefore it is unreaſonable 
ro make any image or reſemblance of 
him. 
Q. Flow ourht we then to conceive 
of Goa when we wor ſh:p him? 
A. We ought no to conceive of him 
Iſa 49.18. under any bpdily ſhape , but as a ſpi- 
7ob. 4-24: ricual Being, * infinitely wiſe and pow- 
T 1,m.1- erful, holy, juſt and good; whofills 
L's both heayen and m_ with his pre- 
an I16. fence, and in his eſlence is unſearcha- 
J* ble. 
fer. 23,23, Q. What is the third commandment ? 
24. A. Thou ſhalt not take the name of 
{0b 11.7. the Lord thy Gold in vain , for the 
| Lord will not hold him guiltlefs that 
taketh his name in vain. 


Q. What are we taught in the third | 


Commandment ? 
» A. The third Commandment en- 


joyns us to have ſo great reverence + 


for God , as. not to take hisname in 
Vain. 
* Q. Who are th'y that take Gods name 


12 Vain 


A. Chictly 
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A. Chiefly they who dare ſwear Z2v.19.12. 
flſly by the name of God, and they Prov. 30.9, 
alſo who in their paſſion or ordinary Mar. 5.33, 
diſcourſe, break forth into ſwearing. 34, 35, 36. © 

Q. What Rule bath Chriſt given for 
aur ordinary communication , that we 
may avoid ſwearing? 

A. That we ſhould barely affirm Wau 
or deny a thing, uſing yes or no, or Tan 5: Jo” 
the like expretlions, without oaths or I 


imprecations. 

Q. Is it enough to juſtifie theſe con:- 
wor,oaths , that ſome men will not (as 
ieppltended) believe others, except they 
ſwear. 

A. No, this is but a vain excuſe, 


believed on their 


lince ſober and good men are ealily 

= word, and com- 
mon ſwearers are ſeldome thought to 
make conſcience even of what they 


ſwear. 


Q. Is it not enough to juſtifie theſe 
eaths that what is ſworn is truth ? 

A. No, for anoath muſt be taken 
only when we are lawfully called 
thereto, in ſome weigh'y caſe which 
cannot otherwiſe be well determined. 


Q. Who 


Heb.6.16.” 
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Q. Who elſe may be ſaid to take the 
name of God in vain ? 

A. They who are careleſs and ir. 
reyerent in the worſhip of God, and 
they who upon every light occaſion 
cry out, oh-God, or oh Lord, when they 
have no ſenſe nor thought of that plo. 
rious Majeſty, whoſe {acred name they 
raſhly mention. 

Q._ What reaſon is urged to keep us 
from this ſin ? 

A. The conlideration of that ven- 
geance , which, ſooner or later, God 
will certainly execute upon thoſe who 
are guilry ofthis profanene(s and con- 
tempt of his Majeſty. 

Q. What i the fourth Command- 
ment e 

A. Remember the Sabboth day to 
keep it holy ; fix days ſhalt thou la- 
bour, and do all thy work , but the 
ſeventh day is the Sabboth of rhe Lord 
thy God; in it thou ſhalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy Son , nor thy 
daughter , thy man-ſeryant nor thy 
maid-ſervant , nor thy cattel, nor the 
ſtranger chat is within thy gates : for 
inſix days the Lord made heaven - 
earth, 
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earth, the Sea, and all that in them is, 
ind reſted the ſeventh day, wherefore 
the Lord bleſſed the Sabborh day , and 
hallowed it. ; 

Q. What are you taught inthe fourth 
Commandment ? 

A. The fourth Commandment tea- 
cheth us that it is our duty to ſet a- 
part one day in ſeven, for the ſolemn 
worſhip and ſervice of God, 

Q. What reaſon 1 here mentioned 
for the enforcing this Command? 

A. Gods allowance of lix days in 
the week for our worldly employs 
ments, and his own _— in reſt 
on the ſeventh, when he had made the 
world in (ix days before. 

Q. Which day in the ſeven did the 


| upon the hrit day of the week, 


| Jews keep their Sabboth? 


A. They kept the ſeventh day , 


| which we now call Saturday. , 


Q- IVby do we C briſtians keep the 
firſt day of the week, ? 


A. ln remembrance of our redemp- 


| tion wrought by theLord Jeſus, cſpe- 


cially of his ReſurreRion, which was 


Mar. 16.9. 


7oh.20,19. 
26. 
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ICor.16.2. 
Rev. 1. 10. 
I Cor. 11. 
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Q. What warrant hav: we for ſo de« 
ang ? 

"x The example of the Apoſtles 
and primitive Chriſtians recorded in 
Scripture, where this day is ſtyled the 
Lords day ; the practice of the Church 
of God in all ages lince; as alſo the 
cuſtom of our own Church, and the 
commands of our Rulers both in 
Church and State. 

Q. How ought we ro ſpend the Lord; 
day e - 
A. In the worſhip and Service of 
God, bothpublick and privare; eſpeci- 
ally in meditating on andpraifing him 
for his works of Creation and Re- 
deniption. 

Q. Ave there no works lawful on t his 
day ? 

4. Yes, works of neceſſicy and 
mercy, whether to man or bealt , but 
we ought to abſtain from ſuch employ- 
ments and recreations, as either 'pre- 
vent the duties of this day, or elfe hin- 
der our due profiting by thew. 

Q: What is tobe done in private,that 
we n.4y beſt profit by the publick, ſervice 
of rb#s day? 


A. We 
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A. We ought by prayer and ſeri- 
ous conſideration to prepare our ſelves 
before-hand for the publick worſhip 
of God ; and when we come home, 
to meditate on what we have heard ; 
and Maſters 'of Families ought to pray 
with and inſtru& thoſe that are under 
their charge. 

Q. Who are they then that do not re- 
meinber this day to keep it holy, but 
profane it ? 

A. They , who , without any ne- 
ceſlity, take journeys, or tollow their 
employments on this day, or elſe ſpend 
the ſame in idleneſs and pleaſure ; neg- 
leRing the ſervice of God in publick, 
or in their Family, accounting it a bur- 
den to ſpend ny 4 in works of Piety 
and deyorion. 

Thus much of the Commandments 
of the firſt Table , which enjoyn the du- 
ties we- owe more immediately to God. 
Now follow thoſe of the ſecond T able , 
which reſpect our duty toman. 

What u« ths fifth Commandment ? 

A. Honour thy Father and thy 
Mother, that thy days may be long up- 
on the Land which the Lord thy God 
giverh thee. Q. What 


C 


Mark. 7. 


10, 11, 12, 


I3, 


Rom. 13-1. 
Heb.14.17. 
Col. 3. 22. 
Rom. 13.7. 
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Q. What are we taught in the fifth 
Commandment ? 

A. The fifth Commandment tea- 
cheth.us to honour our Parents, obey. 
ing all their lawful commands , ſuc- 
couring and maintaining them, if they 
{tand in need of our help. 

Q.. Are there none beſide our natu« 
ral Parents to whom we owe obedience? 

A. Yes, we are alſo bound to re- 
verence and obey all thoſe, who , by 
their place and power , may well be 
called our Parents , to wit , the civil 
Magiſtrate and our Spiritual Paſtours 
and Teachers. Servants muſt be ſub- 
je to their Maſters , ſhewing al dili- 
gence and faithfulneſs, and we muſt 
give due honour and reſpect to all thoſe 
who are in any regard our Superiours. 

Q. What promiſe is made to thoſe 
who keep thus Commandment ? . 

A. A promiſe of long life and 
proſperity, ſo tar as God hall ſee ut 
for their good. 

 Q. What reaſon may be oiven why 


this promiſe was made ; pry" to the | 


keeping of this Command ? 
A. Becauſe obedience and Subje- 
ion 
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gion, both in families and kingdomes, ſat. 5. 5. 
ordinarily produce that peace and qui- 
etneſs, which tends very mach to our 
happineſs even in this world, 

Q. What s the ſixth Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt nor kill. | 
. Q. What us forbidden in this Com- 
mandment e 

A. The murdering of -our ſclyes 
orany other perſon, 

Q. Is 3t ſufficient , if we abſtain 
only from murder ? 

A. No, but we moreover ought to. 1444.5. > 
abltain from all raſh anger , inward Eph. 4. 3 
walice and revenge , from railing and C1, 5 
provoking language, from quarrelling ©1. ;, ; 
ind higbnog, | 13. 

Q. But what if others ſhall injure 
« in word or deed, may we not return the 
lke to them ? 

A; No, but we muſt bleſs them 
who curſe us, do good ta them that 7 Pet. 3-9: 
hate us , forgive and love our very e- 174: 5-++- 
nemies, that ſo we may overcome evil 9+ 12: 
with good, CC 2s 

Q. 1s there then no way of ſeeking 


, 


' 
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| #ur own right when we are in;ured an 


abuſe d ? 
D A. cs, 


A 
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A. Yes, by juſt and lawful means 


we may ſeek our right, but without 


any maliceor revenge in our hearts. 

Q. Is there any caſe wherein the ta 
king away of a mans life may be allowed ? 

A. Yes, in execution of publick 
juſtice upon malefatours; in a law- 
ful war, or when we are conſtrained 
to it in the juſt defence of our own 
lives. % K l yi 

WM e ſaid to break, this 
— Fay Fre. away their own 
lives ? 

A. Not only they who lay violers 
Hands, on themſelves, but all thoſe who 
by immoderare- cating and drinking, 
or any ſuch wicked and wilful courſe; 
deſtroy their health, and ſo- ſhorten 
their days.. * 

Q. What is the ſeventh Command- 
ment | 

A. Thoulhalt not commit adultery. 

Q. Whar is forbidden in the ſeventh 
Commana ment ? 

A. The ſeventh Commandment for- 
bidderh aculiery and fornication,with 
all the.occalions and beginnings of 


theſe lins, 
Q. From 
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Q. From what particularly ought 


Ar 10 abſtain in obedience tothis Com- 


wendment ? 
A! We ought carefully to abſtain X{.5.28. 
rom all immode!t looks: , unchaſt Zph. 5.4. 
hts and diſcourſes, from wanton 1.7; 2.9. 
longs, books and pictures $ from laſci- Rom.13.13. 
nous dalliance, light carriage and at- 
tire, from idleneſs and incemperance , 
the uſual occaſions of farther wicked- 
refs, - | 
Q. What is the eight h\Commandment * 
A. Thou ſhalt not ſteal, 
Q._ What is forbidden in the eighth 
Commandment”? 7 
A. The eighth Commandment for- 1 Cor. 6. 
tiddeth, our doing any thing wnjultly 8, 9, 10. 
to the leſſening of our neighbours e- Rom. 13.8. 
ſate, whether by ſtealing Tom him , 7am. $5. 4: 
or by cozenage and cheating in our 
bargains; by wilful negle& to pay 
our debts, or by opprellion and ex- 
tortion. 
Q. Is this all that is required of us, 
tr ro vob others of their wealth ? 
A. No,But we muſt mioreayer be rea- a ; 
ly to lend or give to thoſe that need, "+4 on 
| 4. . 6, 10- 
wording r0-00r: ability, 


D 2 Q. What 
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. What eſpecially is tobe done by u; 
a may ney = breach Win 
A . Commandment Le ay iy to foll | 
+4.28. 4. Weo iligently to follow 
"Tit. 3: 14. our ſeveral honeſt eli and em- 
2 Theſſ. 3. ployments; andto live in ſuch a ſober | 
IO. 11, 12. and thrifty manner, ſuitable to our e-: |bo 
ſtares and conditions, that we may be | 
able to pay our. debts, and relieve the |0 
poor 3 and an ws upon ſtea- - 
ling, gaming, cheating, or any wick- 
ed - ir our liveth vn 
Q. What is the ninth Command- | Co 
ment ? | 
A. Thou fhalt not bear falſe wit- | 19 
neſs againſt thy neighbour, co1 
. What are we eſpecially enj We 
in * rimh HI bY Jejne thi 
A. That when inany caſe we are | 0! 
called to be witneſſes, we ſpeak no- 
thing bur the truth. the 
þ Q. What farther ought we to abſtain | 
om e 
A. We ought to abſtain from rai- | dv 
Rom. 1. ling, receiving or ſpreading falſe re- otl 
29, 30+ portsof our neighbour, and fromdo- de; 
Tit. 3. 2. ing any thing) co leſſen his juſt eſteem; | 


fam. 4-11. fmraſh and uncharitable cenſures ; | 
Mate 7. 1. - rp 


— 
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from tale-bearing and cling of other £ev.19.16. 
lying in 1 Tim. 5. 
ar communication one with another, 13- 
What is the tenth Commandment © Col. 3. 9. 

A. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neigh- 
bours houſe, thou ſhalt nor cover thy 

ishbours wife, nor his man lervant, . 
tor his maid- ſervant, nor his ox , nor 
his afle, nor any thing that is thy neigh. 
bours. 

Q. What are we enoyned in this 
Commandment ? 

A. The tenth Commandment en- Heb. 13. 5. 
joyneth us -to be ſo thoroughly well Gal. 5. 21. 
content with our own. condition, that 26. 
pe ſhould not envy or repine at iny fam. 5. 9- 

vn Ao neighbour enjoys, nor cove- 
toully delire 1t from him. 

Q What are thoſe general rules in 
the Goſpel which include the whole of owr 
duty to one anothey ? 

A. That we ſhould love our neigh- Rom. 13. 9, 
bour as our ſelves, and deal with all Mar. 7.12, 
others, as we our ſelves delire to be 
dealt with, were we in their caſe, 

Q. Give me ſome p articuliuy imſtances 
of this laſt Rule. 

A. Maſters ought to deal with 

I) 2 t heir 
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their Servants, as they themſelves were 
they ſervants, would in reaſon delire 
to be dealt with; we muſt not give 
that ill language to others, nor raile or 
entertain ſuch ſtories of them, as we 
our ſelves cannot bear, when wears 
ſous'd ; The Seller muſt deal as ho. 
neſtly and juſtly , as he delires tobe 
dealr with,when he comes to buy, &«. 
 Q. Can you by your own power per- 
form theſe duties required of =_ ? 

2 Cor. 3.5. A. No, but we need the aſſiſtance 

7am. 1.5. of Gods grace, which we are to ſeck 
for by prayer. 

Q.. To whom ougbt our prayers to bt 
maaec ? 

Pſal.65. 2. ,, A: To God only, inthe name of 

Col. 3: 17, 14s, Chrift, 

Q. May we not then prayto Angel: 
and Saints ? 

Col. 2.18. A. No, for we have no warrant 
for it from Scripture , (which, in fo 
weghty a matter of religion , 15 ne- 
ceſſary) but very much againſt ir, 

Q. Name to me ſome one Text of 
Scripture , where we are commanded to 
worſhip God only. 

A. Mat. 4. 10. Thou ſhalt muy 

up 


——_— 
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were | ſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
eſire | ſhalt thou ſerve, 
ie  Q: Where are we expreſly forbidden 
'or | the worſhip of Angels ? 
5s wel -4+ 1n Kev. 22, 9. when St. 7obn be- 
eare| ing about to worſhip the Angel , he 
ho. | faid to him, fee thou do it not, for 1 
oe | amthy tellow-ſervant, worlhip God. 
"” Q. But may we not pray to Saints 
per- and Angels , as our Mediatours, that 
they would pray toGod for its; as wher 
ince | we put mp a petition to the King , we 
ſeek | make uſe of ſome Courtier to prejent it for 
us 2 
be A. No, for there is no likenels in 
the caſe, God himſelf being molt gra- 7.2 3 
» of | c1ous and always near to us; and. 
moreover it tends to the great diſho- 
rel; | Nour of the Lord Jeſus, who is our 
only Mediatour, by whom we arg to 
ant | Offer up our prayers to God. ' - 
fo Q. Name me ſome ouve Text toprove 
ne. | that Chriſt is our oncly Mcdiatour. 
A. 1 Tim. 2. 5. There 1s one 
of God, and one Mediatour betwixt God 
{to | and Men, the Man Chriſt feſus. 
Q. What farth:y realon can you al- 
r- | ['dge an ainſt praying to Saints and An- 
ip | gels? D 4 A. Ir 
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7ob. 14.21 - A. It isin vaintopray to them, be- 


Iſa. 63.16. 


fer. 23,24- 


cauſe we have no reaſon to believe thir 
they can hear the prayers that are 
made to them from ſeveral parts of the 
world, it being proper to God only 
to beinall places at once. 

Q. Is it lawful before hand to know 
the words we intend to uſe in prayer, 
that 1s, touſe a ferm of our own or others 
making ? 


A. Yes, it is lawful, ſince it is no 


 'where forbidden in Scripture, and the 
directions there given concerning pray- 


7ude 20. 
Eph. 6.18. 


_ rirof God. 


er may be practiſed either with or 
without a form. 

Q. But we are tautht in Scripture 
to pray with or in the Spirit; and does 
not that forbid the uſe of a Form ? 

A. No, not at all , ſince we may 
prgy with the Spirit, even then when 

ea Form. 

Q._ When therefore may a man be 
ſaid topray with the Spiru ? 

A. When in his prayers he is hear- 
ty and ſerious, his ſoul being filled 
with thoſe holy deſires and affections, 
which are wrought in him by the Spi- 
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Q. 1s there in the Goſpel any Form 
fiven us for our direttion in prayer ? 


A. Yes, that which Chriſt taught * 


his Diſciples , and therefore called the 
Lords prayer. 

Q. Let me hear you repeat it. 

A. Our Father whichart in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done in earth asic 
isin heayen, Give us this day our dai- 
ly bread, and forgive us our treſpaſles, 
2s we forgive thoſe that treſpaſs againſt 
us, and Lead us nor into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil; for thine is 
the Kingdom, the power, and the glo- 
ry, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Q. Into what parts may this prayer 
fit ly be divided ? 

A. The Preface, ſix petitions, and 
the Concluſion. 

. What learn you from the Preface, 
Our Father which art in heaven? 

A. That in all our addreſſesto God 
we ought to come before him with hu- 
milicy and-reverence, and yet with a 
firm confidence in his fatherly mercy 
and goodneſs. 


Q. What do you pry for inthe fir jt 


Pct ition 
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Mat 6. 9, 
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Petition , Hallowed be thy name? 

A. That God may be known, ho- 
noured and worſhiped aright both by 
us, and the whole world. 

Q. What do you pray for inthe ſe- 
cond Petition, Thy kingdom come ? 

A. That God may rule inthe hearts 
and lives of men by lis Spiric and laws; 
that the Church may be cnlarged by 
che converſion of Heathens and Inh- 
dels, and that the coming of Chriſt 
inglory may be haſtned. 

Q. What do you pray for in the third 
Petition, which is, Thy will be done 
incarth asitis in heaven. 

A. We hercin pray that God would 
ſo conform all our hearts to his will, 
that we may (in our meaſure) ſerve 
and honour fim as faithfully, chearful- 
ly and unwearied!ly, as the bleſſed Spi- 
Tits in heaven do. 

Q. What pray you for inthe fourth, 
Give us this day our daily bread ? 

A. We herein pray that God would 
of his mercy afford to our Bodies ſuch 
a meaſure of things needful and conve- 
ntent, as our daily neceflicics call for. 

Q_Wrat pray you for tn the fifthn- 

SITLAD 
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tiron , Forgive us our treſpaſles, as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us ? 

A. We herein pray that God would 
be merciful unto us, and not infli& on 
us thoſe puniſhments which we for our 
lins have deſerved. 

Q. What means that expreſſion , as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us? 

A. We hereby profeſs both that ir 
is our duty and our practice, to forgive 
ſuch as treſpaſs againſt us; and are 
thence encouraged to hope for mercy 
from God, this forgiveneſs of others 
being one condition of his forgiving us. 

Q. When may we be ſaid ts forgive 
bim that treſpaſſed againſt us ? 

A.\When we bear no more grudg nor 
i|] will to him thanto any other ; nor 
would revenge our ſelves , by doing 
bim any injury, if it lay in our pow- 
er; nor dorejoycein any hurt that 
does befall him, but are ready to do 
him good, if he ſtand in need of our 
help. 

Q. What then is their caſe , who, 
thouzh they know this rule in the Goſpel, 


and 
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and daily ſay this prayer, yet will not 


forgive men their treſpaſſes? + 

A. They are gulry i lying to God 
In Their rayers, anddo moreover, in 
effet, te lire God not to forgive their 

— fins, bur ro puniſh them with eyer- 
laſting damnation. 

What is tbe beſt motive fo the per- 
formance of this ſo needful and difficult 
duty of forgiving Offendours ? 

Me. 18. A. Gods readineſs to pardon us, 

32, 33, 34, who have yet done infinitely more a» 

35. g4inſt. him, than any of our fellow- 
creatures can poſlibly do againſt us , 
the ſerious conliderationwereof, will 
be apt ro makejus ſuch rownrds others, 
as we deſire God ſhould be coward us. 

Q. What do we pray for in the ſixth 
p_— Lead us not into temptation , 

ut deliver us from evil. 

A: We herein pray, that God 
would not leave us to our ſelves, rorun 
into temptation and ſin, bur that he 
would make us ever ſo watchful and 
diligent, that we may either avoid-the 
occaſions of (in, or, through the help 
of F:is grace, may overcome the remp- 


rations we meet with. 
, ©. To 
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Q. To what uſe ſerve thoſe words in 
the concluſion, For thine is the king- 
dom, the power, and the glory, foe 
everand ever ? 

A. Theſe words ſerve as our encou- 
ragement, to ask all theſe things from 
God, to whom alone belongs all pow- 
er and dominion; and they dire& us 
to render all praiſe and glory to his c- 
ternal and ever-bleſſed Majeſty. 

L. Wherefore do we ſay Amen, at 
the end of this and other prayers. 

A. This word Amen (which ligni- 
hes as much as verily, or ſobe it) is 
uſed, to expreſs the earneſt delire and 
great hopes we have, that our pray- 
ers will be heard and anſwered. 


To 
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To thoſe eſpecially for 
+ whole uſe the follow- 
ing Forms of Prayer 


were intended. 


Beloved Friends. 


, JF Ou might with ſome reaſon 
be dijpleaſed with me , 
ſhould I queſtion your be- 

lief of the being of a God, and of 

your relation to him, as he is your 

Creator, Ruler and Benefattor : 

but you can have no reaſon to be 

diſpleaſed with me for exhortin? 
you to the performance of that dn- 
ty, which this belief doth ſtrongly 
engage you to, that is, to teſtific 
your acknowledement of God and 
dependance upon him, by your d4i- 
ly offering up 4' ſacrifice of pray? 
and praiſe to his Divine Atajcſt1. 

F or 
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For if you dare live at ſuch adi. 
ance from God, as not to come 
before him, and worſhip bim, its 
much to be feared. you do not hear. 


tily believe that he is, or that he | 


isa Rewarder of them that di- 
ligently ſeek him. Ard this while, 
alas! how little do you differ from 
Heathens, though you may carry 


the name of Chriſtians * And if | 


wrath ſoal/ be poured ont ons the 
Heathen kingdoms and families, 
that know not God, nor call up+ 
on his name, ( Fer. 1o. 25.) do 
you think it ſhall fare any better 
with the Families of thoſe who 
are called Chriſtians, if, whilſt 
they profeſs to know God, they 
do not worſhip and glorifie him 
as God? Nay rather ſhall they 


not have a greater condemnation *_ 


But I need not, 1 hope, ſtand 
arguing with you, to ſhew either 
the neceſſity, the reaſonablencſs or 

benefit 
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benefit of this duty of prayer is 
general, or of praying with your 
families. Tf there ſhould be any 
ſo perverſe and quarrelſome, as to 
call for arguments; inſtead thereof, 
to ſuch let me only ſay, If indeed 
you think, that neither you nor 
yours are any way related to God, 


nor owe him anyſervice, you may 


at your pleaſure (and alſo at your 
peril) forbear to render him any. 
If you think you ſtand in no need 
of daily proteFion, or of any mer- 
cy either for ſoul or body., or think, 
that God cannot ſupply you there- 
with, then chuſe whether you will 
pray to him or no. Andif you are 
not every day beholden to God for 
ſome g004 thing or other, then you 
may negled to give him thanks for 
his goodneſs. And if on a Sick- 
bed, or at a dying hour , you 
think there will be no need of 
prayer, you may then omit it 
E in 
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in the time of life and health. 

But for all thoſe, who wouldnot 
be thought guilty of ſuch Atheiſm 
and — I would beſeech 
them to make conſcience of this 
duty. 

To this end let me adviſe you, 
every day, morning, and evening, 
to take the moſt convenient time, 
when your whole family can come 
together, and then to joyn all in 
humble, ſolemn prayer and praiſe 
to that great and glorious God,who 
is the maker and preſerver of us 
all. And for your more orderly 
performance of this duty, if you 
have no better belps at hand, you 
may, if you ſeegood, make uſe 
of the Forms enſuing, compos d 
for that purpoſe. 

Here fall not, Tbeſecch you , to 


deviſing of excuſes to ſhift off 


this work, any more than you 
would do, if you and your Fa- 
mily 


(51) 
mily were invited to. a feaſt, or 
to ſhare in ſome great Dole. 

For ſhame pretend not you are 
ſo poor, or ſo hard wrought, that 
you cannot ſpare time ſor this ſer- 
viceof God, as if this was only for 
rich men, who have nothing elſe 
to do. I know, indeed, there is 
more required of them than of you 
that are poorer ; but yet you have 
ſouls to ſave as well as they; and 
therefore, if you have any love for 
your ſelves, you will be as willing 
to take what pains you can to ſave 
them, Ton would not leave it to 
rich men only, to eat, and drink, 
and ſleep ;, nor ſhould you any more 
leave it to them only, to pray to 
God , and to read and hear his 
word : (ince theſe wor ks of reli- 
£101 are | or your own intereſt, even 
for the health and happineſs of 
your | ouls.as thoſ ecommon ations 
are for the preſerving of your bod1- 
ly life, E 2 More- 
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Moreover T. am fully perſwa- 
ded, that if you caſt up your 4c- 
counts right, you ſhall never find 
your ſelves one penny the poorer at 
the years end, for having ſpent 
every day one quarter or half an 
honr, in prayer to God, in rea- 
ding and wediteting on his holy 
word, or in any other ſuch good 
employment. And yet more for 
Jour encouragement, IT dare aſſure 
yon , that at your lives end, you 
ſhall never repent of the time thus 
ſpent, no not though it had been 
twice as munch, if in all other parts 
of religion you ſhall have been 

equally careful. 

Much more might be ſaid ; but 

T ſhall only add, to you that cry 

' ont, how little time you have, and 
therefore grudge to allow any of it 
for holy duties, Tvery much juſped, 
that you can every day ſpend much 
more than theſe would take up, in 
idlene 5 
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idleneſs and vanity, nay perhaps 
in the Alehouſe, to the great hurt 
of yo ſoul and eſtate. Bethink 
you then ſoberly, when all your 
time comes to be reckoned for, 
which way of ſpending it will be 
moſt to your comfort, and now do 
accordingly. Or if you ſay you 
have no time to throw away thus 
idly,yet what a great matter would 
it be, to riſe one quarter of an hour 
ſooner than uſual, and to ſpend 
that time in prayer ? you could do 
more than this for your own plea- 
ſure, or for a ſmall profit ; and 
ſhall not the love of God and your 
duty to him prevail as much with 

you © 
Nor yet think it will beenough 
for your excuſe, to pretend, that 
your employment is of that nature, 
that your Family cannot come to- 
gether for prayer, eſpecially not 
in the mornine, (which is like to 
FF be 
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be the plea of the Husbandman 
rather thanthe Tradesman ) This 
I ſay, will not excuſe your negled, 
a2 Iqueſtion not, but that by ap- 
pointing your time of prayer alit- 
tle earlier, or by a prudent con- 
trivance of your affairs, you may 
ordinarily avoid this _—_— 

This Iſpeaknpon good grounds, 
ſence there are many, whoſe buſi- 
nefs in the world is as great as 
yours, and their callings the very 
ſame, who can yet well enough keep 
up Family prayer , without any 
ſac inconvenience 4s you would 
pretend. And what, pray, ſhould 
hinder, but you may do the ſame, 
if you have but the ſame love to 
God and zeal for his worſhip that 
' they have. 

But however, when ſome of the 
Family are neceſſarily abſent,” let 
as many come together as can, and 
lay a charge upon your 6bildren or 
ſeroants, 
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ſervants, when at any time they 
cannot joyn with you in the Fami- 
ly, that they be ſure to take ſome 
time to pray to God by themſelves 
in private ;, for which purpoſe 1 
have added two ſhorter Forms for 
thoſe of the younger ſort. 

And indeed I would adviſe all, 
beſide their performance of Fami- 
ly-auties, to FA apart ſome little 
time ( once in a day at leaſt)for 
their more ſecret prayer to God , 
which ſeems plainly enjoyned by 
our Saviour -himfelf, Mat. 6. 6. 
When thou prayeſt, enter into 
thy Cloſet; and when thou haſt 
ſhut thy door, pray to thy Fa- 
ther which is in ſecret, and thy 
Father which ſceth in ſecret ſhall 
reward thee openly. Nor can 1 
well ſee, how that man is, ever 
like to bold on in areligions courſe 
of life, who is not wont thus pri- 
vately to betake hiziſelf to God ., 

E 4 ' there 


flons, petitions, and yeturns of 
praiſe, and to eaſe himſelf of what- 
prey burden DET eg NObic 
before others he cannot ſo freely do. 
And in theſe private prayers, there 
is not commonly ſo much need of 
a Form: all our work, now being 
to expreſs the deſires of our own 
ſouls to God only, even to ſuch a 
God as looks at the ſincerity of the 
heart, and not at the nimbleneſs 
or eloquence of our. tongues. Nor 
indeed is it Ly any Form ſhould 
fully reach to every mans particu- 
lar caſe. But your beſt help will be, 
to get well acquainted with the 
ſtate of your own ſouls 5 to know 
well your ſins, your temptations , 
your neceſſities and dangers; and 
to get deeply affeFed with the ſenſe 
of your ſpiritual and eternal con- 
eernments: and then do but with 
wprightneſs and humilityrepreſent 
the 


there to make his particþlar confeſ- 1 


me. 
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| the wo inward ſenſe of your ſouls 


to God, in the name of his Son 
Jeſus, and you ſhall never fail of 
acceptance, through any weakneſs 
of expreſſuon; Tea, remember , it 
is this inward ſincerity of heart 
that muſt at all times accompany 
your prayers, if ever you hope for 
acceptance. 

And therefore, before IT con- 
clude, let me make it my earneſt 
requeſt to you,, that you take ſpeci- 
al heed to the frame of your hearts, 
whenever you come before God in 
prayer, as in all other holy duties 
you ought. Think it not enough 
to ſpeak, a few good words upon 
your knees, evening and morning, 
with a ſeeming reverence , whilſt 
in the mean time, your hearts are 
never moved or affeted with what 
you are doing. This is ſuch alip- 
ſervice as neither will be acceptable 


to God. nor will do any good to 
your 


(59) 
your ſelves. Leave it to poor ig+ | 
zorant and deluded. Papilts , to 
number their prayers by their 
beads, and to think they have ſer- 
ved God very well, when they have 
patter'd over ſo many Creeds, 
Pater-nolters ard Ave-maries; 
«devotian which a Parrot might 
go near to learn, and ſufficiently 
ſhews that Ignorance 3s the Mo- 
ther of it. But you who, through 
the mercy-of God, do live in 4 
Church, where you have heen bet- 
ter taught, do you ſhew forth the 
fruit of your teaching and know- 
ledge; and that, by offering up to 
God thoſe ſervices which beſcem 
reaſonable creatures : and which 
are ſuited to the nature of him 
whom you ſerve, who is a ſpirit, 
and will be worſhiped in {pirit 
and truth 5 who zs 4 living God, 
and will not be put off with adead 
earkaſe, withthe bare moving of 


lips, 
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lips, the noiſe of words, or poſture 
of the. body, but will have all the 
powers and faculties of our ſouls 
employed in the duties we perfornt 
to him. This is part of that rea- 
ſonableſervice, which he now e- 
ſpecially requires from ws, inſte..d 
of the ſacrifice of beaſts, and the 
burden of lifeleſs ceremonies which 
were uſed in the Jewiſh Church be- 
fore Chriſts coming, Rom. 12. 1. 

See, then, I beſeech you, that 
your very hearts and ſouls go alone 
with your tongues in prayer;an# let 
your affe ions be ſuited to the ſeve- 
ral parts thereof. This is the true 
praying in the Spirit , whether 
with or without a Form. Let your 
confeſſeon of ln be attended with 
a deep ſorrow and humiliation for 
it, with a bitter hatred of, and 
trong reſolutions againſt it. Think 
what a frame you ſhould be in,and 
what earneſtneſs you ſhould uſe, if 
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beeging for your life of a Prince or tx} 


Judge ; and labour to be like af: 
feFed, whilſt you are begging from 
God forgiveneſs of ſins and eter- 
zal life. Whilſt you are bleſſing 
God for his goodneſs let your hearts 


be drawn forth to the exerciſe of 


boly love and delight in him. In- 
wardly thirſt after that grace you 
pray for, reſolving with diligence 
to labour for it, &c. 

And by what I have now ſaid, 
you may plainly perceive, that the 
frncerity of your hearts in prayer s 
to be known, not jo much by your 
preſent _ and affeFion, as 
by your behaviour afterward, and 

, by the conſtant tenour of your lives. 
He,and he only is the true worſhip- 
per of God, and prays to him 4- 
right, who, by his daily aFions and 
endeavours , doth manifeſt the 

fame inward ſetled apprebenſtons 
and deſires , which his words 

CXPre 5 
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or [expreſs whilſt he is praying, 


of: 


Im 
er 


For inſtance, you beg of God , 

to take off your hearts from the 
orld, = all things here below, 
and to increaſe in you aloveto 
bimeſelf, to his Son Jeſus, and to 
the glory which is above. Now to 
manifeſt that you are ſincere in this 
np you muſt do your part to- 
ward the obtaining of what you 
beg, that is, you muſt ſet your ſelves 
to the ſerious conſtderation of the 
vanity, the ſhortneſs and empti- 
veſs 0 preſent things ; you muſt 
conſider the nature of your own 
ſouls, and the allſufficiency of God ; 
you mit refle upon the goodneſs 
be hath already ſhown , the love 
of Chriſt in dying for #s , and the 
great and preciows promiſes of 
the Goſpel : and by this means you 
ſhall find the Spirit of God wor- 
king in you thoſe graces which you 
pray for, So when you pray 4- 


vamjr 
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gainſt this or that ſin, to which 
you are moſt enclined, and in dan- 
ger of, you muſt both uſe particu 


lar conſiderations againſt it, and: | ſe 
muſt keep out of the temptations, [ 


avoid the place and company w 

you are like tobe drawntoit, &c, 

Otherwiſe what do you but ſolemmn- 

ly mock God * As if one man 

ſhould come to another, and with | 
a great deal of adoe beg bis helpin 

any labour, ard then run away 

and never ſct's own hand to't. or 
as if a man ſhould pray to have his 

houſe kept from burning, and then 

ſtraight way go and put firc toit. 

In prayers for temporal mercies you 

do net do thus : for beſide praying 
for your daily bread , you take 
pains to get it, in your ſeveral 
trades and employments. An4 
ao you think you are not bound to 

do as much for your ſouls as for 


your bodies? Or have you pro-| 


miſes 


UC 
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| miſes of grace, auy more tha 


of daily bread, without endea- 
vouring for it inthe way God hath 
ſet you Nay, rather , whereas 
you are oft reitrained from tos 
much care about the world, you are 
again and again enjoyned to la- 
bour for the meat which.cndures 
to everlaſting life, Joh. 6. 27." 
For the Lords ſake, then be- 
ware of cheating your ſouls with 
that common miſtake , which 3s 
the ruine of thouſands, both of 
this party and that, whilſt they 


foolifbly imagine, that their much 
| praying and hearing will ſerve 


turn for their ſalvation, inſtead 
of an holy beart and life; and ſo 
they are but devont in the Church 
or Cloſet, it matters not what li- 
berty they take in the market, in 
the ſhop, or at the _ and 
when they have but ſaid a good 
prayer in the morning, they mw 

0 
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do what they lift all the day after, 
or at leaſt, they can make all whole 


by praying devontly at night. | 


How groſly do ſuch men abuſe 
— and their ſervices, who 
would by theſe excuſe themſelves 
from holineſs ,whenas one great rea 
fon i of them is to help and ſtreng- 
then ny ſtri® and holy living. 

And therefore have I endeavoy- | 
red ſo to contrive the enſuing 
Forms , that they who uſe them 
might even thereby find themelvet 
inſtrued and engaged to beholy 
in all manner. of Converſation. 

For which there ſeems ſufficient 
warrant in our Bleſſed Saviours 
own example, in that moſt abſo- 
lute Form which he hath given us, 
whilſt, 'with the petition for that 
great and comprehenſive mercy of 
the Goſpel , Forgiveneſs of fins, 
be hath interwoven an engagement 
to that great duty (which will 

prove 


| 
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{ provens to be Chriſtians indeed ) 


the forgiving of all thoſe who 
who have treſpaſt againſt us. 
Let this then be firmly believed, 
and deeply fixt in your minds:;that 
# you would be loth to take up 
with a parcel of good words from 
your ſervants every day, inſtead 
of the work you ſet them; ſo no 
more will God be put off with 
prayers , Sermons , or any thine, 
inſtead of a ſincere ind hearty 


| endeavour to render a conſtant , 
Twniverſal obediente to his pure 


and righteows commands. Chriit 
himſelf hath plainly enough told 
us, what's lhe to become of all 
thoſe, who only cry Lord, Lord, 
and yet do not obey the will of God, 
Mat. 7. 21. We muſt waſh our 
hands in innocency, and ſo com- 
paſs Gods Altar, if we would have 
our offerings accepted of him, 
Plal. 26. 6. | 

[ And 
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And beſkde our endeavours to 
glorifie God by offering up of 
praiſe, we »wwſft order our con- 
verſation aright, if ever we 
would ſce the ſalvation of God, 
Pſal. 50. 23. Of almoſt all mey 
I know , I pray God deliver my 
ſoul from the ſtate of thoſe, Gr. 
can pray devontly, (be at with 
book or without ) and yet go on 
in ſin ſecurely. 

But 'tis time for me to conclude, 
though Thave much ado to confine 
my ſelf on ſo meedful a Subjed. 
To Fx up Pi _ lows 
#hou art . that readeit this , Let 
thy ſoul (to wſe the Pſalmiſts 
pore» Pal. 63. 8.) follow 

after God, in earneſt pray- 


er, both in the Chur ch, thy Clo+ | 
ſet, and thy Family : Rr beſt de || 


this, do thou tollow after peace 
and holineſs , ( Heb. 12. 14-) 
in thy life and corve: ſation; ſo 

ſhalt 


1 


| 


jþ 
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ſhalt thou certainly ſee and enjoy 
God in that glory, where prayers 
jhall be turned into everlaſting 
praiſes, Amen. 


F » Mor- 
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MORNING TÞ RATER - 
for a Family. 


M* Holy and ever-bleſſed Ma- | 
jelty, Thou reneweſt thy mer. | 
cies upon us wy Morning , andeve- 
ry Morning we delire to renew our 
chanksgivings. And here we are now 
come before thee, humbly to offer up 
thanks and praiſe for our ſafety and 
refreſhment this laſt night, to thee the |y 


God of love, who givelt us daily cauſe jor 


to admire thy bounty, and to ſpeak 
good of thy name. We acknowledge 
thee, oh God, to be our Maker and 
Preſerver; thou didſt at firſt give us 
life and reaſon , and from thee it is we 
have received all the comforts of life , 
from the very day of our birth to this 
preſent morning. Through thy good- 
nefs it is we have enjoyed any meaſure 
of health and ſtrength, and have been 
furniſht with things needfull and con- 
venient -for this preſent ſtate. Thy 


good hand of providence hath {till been | gi 
over us, either in keeping us our of |he: 


dangers and troubles, or elſe in ſup- | 
porting 


1 
% 
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, porting and helping us under them, or 
" {in delivering us our of the ſame. For. 
theſe and all other thy mercies, at any 
ime beſtowed on us or ours, or any of 
la- fthe Sons of men, we delire to render 
mumble and hearty praiſe to thy divine 
Majeſty. Yea, bleſſ:d, and for ever 
praiſed bz thy- nam: oh God, that 
thou halt nor only ſh?wn much mercy / 
to our bodies, but haſt alſo made a- 
dundant provilion for the everlalting 
elfare and happineſs of our precious 
touls. Moſt fully haſt thou declared 
to che world, both in thy word and 
by thy works, that thou haſt no de- 
light in the death of ſinners, but hadit 
rather that they would turn and live : 
ve [For even then when we were fallen 
*, [fromrhee, and from that bleſled eltare 
is | wherein our firſt Parents were created, 
d- | and ſo {tood liable to thy wrath and 
e [to everlaſting damnation; then waſt 

| thou pleaſed to take pity on us, when 
i- | none elſe in heaven or earth did pity or 
y | could relieve us; Even then did{t thou 
N | give thin own Son feſ#s Chriſt from 
of | heaven to be our Saviour and Redecz 
- | mer, to teach us thy will, to give us 
g F 3 thy 
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thy Spirit, and todie for our fins, that 
as many as believe on him and 
him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life. Oh, what manner «f 
loveisthis, which _ che Father haſt 
ſhewn, and which t y Son feſus hath 
ſhewn to us worthleſs creatures, to us 
vile ſinners! The ſenſe of our own 
unworthineſs may juſtly encreaſe our 
admiration of thy kindneſs : and when 
we conlider all this thy goodneſs great 
cauſe we have to humble our ſouls be- 
fore thee, in the remembrance ofour 
own ſinful and moſt unſuitable —_—_ | 
toward thee the God of love. Wedid 
indeed bring along inro the world with 
us ſigful natures and inclinations , for 
Inſin we were conceived, and brought 
forth in iniquity. And alas! how 
many fins have we commitrted lince we 
came to the uſe of our Reaſon! 
Though thou haſt always been doing 
us good, yet, like fooliſh aad untbank- 
ful wrerches we have recur nxt evilfor 
good, We have been far rom loving 
thee and cruſting in jhee” as beleems 
thy creatures : bur rather have we 
walied our love upon the vain = fa- 
\ ng 
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ng enjoyments of this preſent world, - 
ap. Sox have we delighted,and in them 
have we placed our. : confidence. 
Though we have called thee our Ma- 
ker and Owner, yet have wenot qui- 
= and patiently ſubmitted to- tby 
will, as we are therefore bound, be- 
cauſe wearethy own: Bur very rea- 
dy we have been, both to murmur and 
repine atthy providences, when they 
have gone crofsto our carnal delires , 
and to find fault with thy laws, asif 
they were too ſtrit and ſevere, be- 
cauſe they are contrary to, our fooliſh 
ſenſual inclinations. Oftentimes have 
we negleted the duties. of thy wor- 
ſhip, miſ-ſpent and profaned thy Holy 
day, and have look'd on prayers, Ser- 
mons and Sacraments as burthenſome 
and needleſs things. And very tri- 
fling and careleſs have we been in thoſe 
duties we have performed ; not duly 
conſidering what an holy and glorious 
God thou art, with whom we have to 
do. Thou indeed haſt commanded us 
to love our neighbours as our ſelves ; 
but we, through the ſinful and excef- 
live love of our fclves and our own 
F 4 CONcern- 
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concernments, have been - very much 
wanting in the duties of juſtice and cha» 
rity to others. Much of our precious 
time we have waſted in idlenefs and va- 
nity, in unprofitable and finful com- 
pany ; and too frequently we have 
abuſed thy good creatures, for the ſa- 
tisfaction of our. own baſe luſts. Of- 
ten have we given way to Our OWN ul» 
ruly paſſions and linful inclinations, 
breaking thy laws, and grieving thy 
Spirit, merely for the taſting thoſe 
pleaſures of fin that are but for a ſea- 
ſon. And theſe deeds of darkneſs, 
theſe ſins of ours we have committed 
' inthe open light of thy Goſpel, con- 
trary to the plain commands of thy 
word, which we haye often read and 
heard, yea contrary to the motions 
of thy Spirit, we ps checks of our 
own conſciences, which we have felt 


within us. Moſt juſtly therefore migh- 


teſt thou pour out the hottelt of th 
fury upon us, as having been of thoſe 
diſobedient ſervants, who have known 
thy will, and yet have nor done the 
ſame. Nor. can we expe& any other 
than to be made infinitely and eternally 
miſerable, 


—— 
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miſerable, if thou ſhould'ſt deal with 
us after our deſervings. But there is 


tak through thy grace, a door of 


ope open for us ; thou thy ſelf haſt 
provided a refuge, to which poor ſin- 
ners, in this lite-time , may fly for 
fafery and comfort. For thou , oh 
moſt mercitul Father, haſt promiſed, 
that thou wilt, for thy Son 7eſ#s ſake, 
have mercy onall thoſe, who are tru- 
—_— for their (ins, humbly con- 
eſling and ſpeedily forſaking the ſame. 
Now we mult needs acknowledge thoſe 
thy conditions of mercy are exceeding 
equal and gracious ; and moſt jult ir is 
we ſhould periſh tor ever, it we re- 
fuſe the ſame. For wecannot, oh God, 
in reaſon expe, that our {ins ſhould 
be pardoned, if we wiltully continue 
in them; Nor can we ever hope that 
Chriſt ſhould be our Saviour, if we do 
not own and obey him as our Lord ,* 
Nor can we look for the joys of hea- 
ven, whilſt we walk in thoſe ways of 
wickedneſs, which lead to Hell and 
damnation, Ohwiltthou then make 


| us lincerely willing to dv what we 
| Cur felyes own to be lo juit and reaſo- 


nable ; 
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mable : that we may not dare in an 
hardned and impenitent. manner, to 
go on in thoſe ungodly courſes, which 
we are convinced are ſo dangerous and 


miſchievous. Let not our own vik- 


laſts, nor the remptations of Satan, 
our malicious enemy, prevail with us 
to reject our bleſſed Saviour, and that 
eternal lite which he purchaſt by his 
death, and now offers ro us in the 
Goſpel. How ſhall we then eſcape, if 
we negledt ſo uu ſalvation * Or 
what ſhall we plead for our ſelves, at 
the laſt great day, it we that are called 
Chriſtians ſhould be found depiſers of 
Chriſt ? How juſtly may he then de- 
troy us, not only as enemies, but as 
Mockers; and may give us our porti- 
on in the hotteſt place of the burning 
Lake, with Hypocrites and unbelievers. 
Wherefore we do now mo{t humbly 

" nd earneſtly beſeech rhee, oh thou Fa- 
cher of mercies, and Gud of all grace, 
give us not up to ſuch a reprubate mind 

and ' ſeared conſcience; but together 

with enlighined minds, give us ſuch 

ſoft and tender hearts. that we may 

look back 0D the tins we have com- 

| mie. 


— —— 


—_—— OO 


(75) 


mitted, with ſhame and ſorrow; and 
may caſt away from us even our moſt 

leaſanc ſins, wich bitter loathing and' 

tred,' neyer more to be reconciled to 
them. And for thy Son Jeſus ſake, be 
thou merciful to us, own usasthy Re- 
deemed ones, and make us partakers 
of thoſe great mercies and bleſſings , 
which he hath purchaſt for all his faith- 
ful ſervants. For his ſake alone we 
beg from thee the forgiveneſs of our 
lins, a freedome from thy wrath, and 
fromeverlaſting damnation. And we 
do alſo beſeech thee, by him to deli- 
ver us from the evil of this preſent 
world , even from the ſnares of the 
Devil, and fromthe power of our own 
corruptions, that no {in may reign in 
our mortal bodies, fo that we ſhould 
yield obedience thereunto. Oh cleanſe 
thou us from all ſecret lins, and let 
not preſumptuous ſins have dominion 
over us : But let thy holy Spiric ever 
rulein our hearts, and ſo guide us in 
all our thoughts, words and aQions , 
that we may ever render alincere and 
chearful obedience ro all thy com- 


mands. Fill us with (ch a ſenſe of 
thine 
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thinz infinite goodneſs, that we may 


love thee our God with all onrtheart 
and foul. -And help us to ſhew this our 
love tothee, by our unfeigned love to 
thy people, and to all men. And make 
ws ſtill carefal ro deal with others ſo 
jaUy and charicably as we our ſelves 
deſire to b: dealt with. Kezp us ever 
depending u»onthy grace for ſtrength 
and aſſiitance, without which we can 
do'nothing. Oh do not thou leave us 
to our ſelves; for then we periſh. For- 
fake us not, oh God, at any time 
chrongh our whole lives, nor ſuffer us 
todepart from thee ; but keep us ever 
ſtedfaſt and wnwearted in well doing. 
Wean our-hearts from this world and 
all rhe camforts thereof ; make us al- 
ways ſenſible that we are haſting away 
hence inro ecernity; and prepare us 
for that time when we maſt e're longs 
be called away thither. Help us now 
to live in ſuchfrequent ſerious thoughts 
of death, that ir may not be terrible 
nor hurtful waen it comes, Now 
mxrke u3 wif: to ſet our affe&tions on 
things ab»ve, and to lay up for our 
ſ:l res a treaſure in the heavens, that 

when 
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when all things here below ſhall fail, 


we may then be received into thoſe 
everlaſting habitations, which rhou 
haſt provided for them that love thee. 
With us ſhew mercy to the whole 
world. Ler the Guſpel of thy Sog 
run and be glorified throughout all 
the-earth : make it known to heathens 
and Infidels, and let ic be obeyed by 
all that are called Chriſtians. Let all 
Popiſh darkneſs, ignorance and Idola- 
try, with all other errours and heretics, 
be driver away by the light and truth 
of thy pure Goſpel ; and let thecom- 
ing of Chriſt in glory be haſtned. 
Be merciful to theſe nations wherein 
welive, and grant we may be ſo hum- 
bled and reformed, that we may be 
pardoned and ſpared. Be gracious to 
our dread Soveraign, and ul his Royal 
Relations , enrich chem with the gra- 
ces of thy holy Spiric : and make all 
our Magiſtrates faithful and zealousin 
puniſhing and ſuppreſſing wickednels, 
and in promcting vertue and godlineſs. 
Let thy bleſſing be upon the faichful 
Preachers of thy Goſpel, encreaſe dai- 


Ieheir number, and ler their FRO 
c 
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be bleſt and ſucceeded. Let all our 
differences be ſo compos'd, that we 
may live in peace and love, and with 
one heart and one mouth may glorifie 
thee our God. Bleſs our Friends and 
Relations, and make them thy faithful 
ſervants. Viſit in mercy all the chil- 
dren of afli&ion; whatever their par- 
ticular neceſſicies-- and burthens are, 
whether of ſoul or body, do thou ſea- 
ſonably and ſuicably comfort and re- 
lieve them. And now, oh God, ſince 
through thy good providence, thou 
haſt brought us ro the beginning of a- 
nother day, afford us we beſeech thee 
thy gracious preſence throughout the 
ſame, Letthy bleſling be upon usin 
our lawful Callings and. endeavours. 
Preſerve us and all ours, ifit be thy 
will, from all bodily dangers, eſpe- 
cially we beg that we may be kept 
from lin, the worſt of evils. Where- 
ever we are, or whatever weare do- 
ing, keep us ſenſible of thy eye that is 
ever upon us; that in all companies 
and employments, we may approve 
our ſelves to thee in well doing ; and 


make us ever waichful againſt allo 
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and the temptations that lead to it. 
As we now have prayed to thee in che 
Morning, fo let us remain in thy fear 
and ſerviceall the day long : And do 
thou ſo guide us, this day and all our 
days here on earth , by thy counſel, 
that we may atlaſt be received to thy 
Glory. And all we humbly beg, for 
the Lord Jeſus our dear Saviours fake , 
with wo we yy" ny _ 
our impe rayers, ſaying, as 
tymſelf hath —_ us, Our Father 
which art &c, | 


EVENING 
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FEFVFNING PRATER 
for a Family, © 


H Eternal and ever-bleſſed God, 
thou art the maker and Lord of 

all things, who doſt uphold the world 
by thy power, and govern it with: ink 
mite wiſdome and juſtice : and we are 
the workmanſhip of thy hands,who de- 
pend upan thy providence, and in thee 
live, move, and have our beings. From 
thy bounty we are _ ſupplied 
with mercies for our bodies , and 
through thy patience it is we have 
yet leave to wait on thee, and to ſeek 
trom thee grace and glory for our im- 
mortal ſouls. Oh what are we vile {in- 
ners, that thou ſhouldſt have ſuch re- 
gard to us, and fo earneſtly invite us to 
--thy ſervice, who deſerve not ſo much 
as to live on thy earth, or once to ap- 
pear in thy preſence. And *tis onely 
through thy forbearance of us, that we 
have nor long ſince met with the juſt 
wages of our ſins, in thoſe eternal tor- 


ments from which there is no recove- | 


ry 


” 
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fy. For we confeſs our ſelves to be 
by nature children of wrath, even as 
others being ſtained with thac foul Le- 
proſy and pollution oflin, which was 
derived from our firſt Parents. But fo 
lictle ſenſe have we had of the evil and 


. danger of this our eſtate, that we have 


eyen taken the dire&t courſe to make 
our ſelyes more miſerable, by adding 
daily our own aRual ſins to this cor- 
ruption of our natures. Oh how juſt- 
ly may we bluſh, and be confounded 
in ourſelves, when we look back upon 
our carriage in the world, from our 
childhood and youth up even until 
now. How much of this our time have 


we ſpent in fin and vanity, but how 


little in thy ſervice? In every place 
and condition of life that we have 
been, we may eaſily remember the ma- 
ny lins we have been guilty of; but 
bow little have we made it our buſineſs 
to obey thy laws, and honour thy 
name, either by doing good to others, 
or getting good to our own ſouls. 
We had ſoon learnt-in words to ac- 
knowledge , that we were made to 


ſerve thee our God; but in works we 
G _ have 
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have denyed and diſobeyed thee. We 
have been very forgetful of thee, and 
of thy authority over us; and have 
lived as if we owed thee no ſervice, 
as if we thought thou hadſt no regard 
to our aGtions now, nor would{t ever 
callus to a reckoning for them hereaf- 
ter. Thoughin our infancy we were 
baptized into thy name, and thereby 
bound to ſerve thee all our days in 
newnels of life, yet we have often broke 
this Covenant, which we then centred 
into, Inſtead of performing our vows 
to renounce this world, and its pomps 
and vanities, with the feſh and the 
luſts thereof, we have been moſt eager 


— 


lovers and followers of the world, and 


have made proviſion for-the fleſh, to 
fulfill the luſts thereof. Oh how of- 
cen bath the temptation of ſome world- 
p prohr, or carnal ſenſual pleaſure 

rawn us to croſs thy will, and wound 
our own conſciences, and to endanger 
the damning of our precious ſouls. 
And this whillt we have taken on us 


the name of Chriſtians, and have pro- 


feſt to believe all that is revealed in the 
Goſpel, Whilſt we our ſelves have 
ſpoken 


| 
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ſpoken much againſt lin, and of the 
miſchief and danger of it, yer have 
we ſecurely allowed our felvesin it 
and have negle&ed thoſe very duties , 
which we have confeſt to be juſt and 
reaſonable, and for our own greateſt 
good. Whilit we have ſeeiued rocon- 
temn this world as vanity, our chief 
buſineſs hath been ro ſeek after ir; and | 
whilſt we have ſpoke much of the joys 
of heaven, and with our rongues have 
extoll'd them, yet we have taken lit- 
tle pains to make ſure of them, by 
walking in thoſe ways of holineſs, 
which can only bring us to the enjoy- 
ment of them, | Yea, theſe and ſuch 
like confeſſions as theſe have we often 
mage before thee, and yet ſtill have 
continued in the very ſame remper of 
mind and courſe of life, which we 


' acknowledge to be ſo exceeding finful 


and dangerous ; as if we thought, it 
enough for ts, to condemn our ways 
without reforming them , ro confeſs 
our fins without Prfaking them.” The 
very ſins of our prayers themſelves, 
the hypocrifie we have therein been 
guilty of, is enough for our condem- 

G.2 nation, 
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nation. Often have we prayed that 
thou wouldſt vouchſafe to keep us 
without ſin, and Je preſently we our 
ſelves have carelelly and wilfully run 
into it * and when we have been deg: 

ging that the reſt of our lives might 
pure and holy, we have ſtrait-way 
gone and polluted our ſelves with im- 
pure and ungodly ations, And after 
we have = from the hearing and 
reading of thy holy word, we have 
quickly forgotten and diſobeyed it, 
What then ſhall we ſay unto the moſt 
rigkteous God , or wherewith ſhall 
we excuſe our ſelves? For alas / our 
tranſgreſſions are multiplied before 
thee, and our fins they do teſtify a- 
ainſt us. And if thou ſhouldſt now 
extream to mark what we Ive 
done amiſs, and to deal with us ac- 
cordingly, how then ſhall we appear 
in thy preſence, or whether ſhall we 
flee from thy wrath ?. But oh thou 
that art the Preſerver of men , ever 
ready to ſhew mercy to the humble 
and penitent, look on us poor finners 
with aneye of pity and render com- 
paſſion: And do thou now work in 
our 
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our ſouls that unfeigned ſorrow for the 
lins we ſtand guilty of, that we may 
be fitted for mercy and pardon, that 
{o iniquity may not be our ruine. We 
come to thee, oh God, in the moſt 
bleſſed and prevailing name of thy Son 
Jeſus, through him our Prince and 
our Saviour , begging both repen- 
tance and remiſſion of ſins. For his 
ſake turn from us thy wrath, and re- 
ceive us intothy favour: Lec his pre- 
cious blood, which he ſhed for linners, 
cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 
And oh that this love which he hath 
ſhewn in dying for us may prevail 
with us to truſt our ſouls with him, 
to lovehim and obey him, that ſo he 
may become to us the Author of eter- 
nal alvation. OhLord,grant we may 
never be ſo wickedly diſingenuous and 
perverſe, as to encourage our ſelves in 


lin, becauſe Chriſt died for linners 


asif we might therefyre hate him be- 
cauſe he hath loved us: but make us 
ever ſo duly ſenſible of che ends of his 
death, that we may entirely give up 
our ſelves to him, who gave hinſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from 

G 3 all 
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all iniquity, and purifie us to himſelf 
a peculiar people , zealous of 

works. Do thou gracioully enable us, 
by our holy and unblameable walking, 
to adorn the do&rine of God our Sa- 
viour in all things ; andlet this grace 
of thine which hath appeared to the 
world, bringing ſalvation, teach us 
ro deny ungodlineſs and all worldly 
luſts, and ro lead righteous , ſober 
and godly lives, whilſt we are in this 
preſent evil world. To this end, we 
beſeech thee, oh God, through thy 
Son Jeſus, ro ſhed abroad thy, holy 
Spirit into our hearts, and thereby to 
cleanſe us from all filthineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit, that we may perfe& holi- 
neſs inthy fear. SanRike us through- 
out both in body and ſoul, that we 
may be holy in heart and life, even in 
all manner of converſation. Take off 
our affe&ions from all things here be- 
low, and fix them on thy bleſſed ſelf 
and the glory that is above, *that we 
may never be ſo fooliſh, as ro expect 
happineſs from riches , pleaſures, 
friends , or any worldly comforts, 
which are daily decaying and dying 


away :; 
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away : but let usever truſt inand de- 
pend upon thee the living God, who 
givelt us all the good things we enjoy, 
and who alone canſt make us perfe&| 

happy , in the enjoyment of thy ſelf 
for ever. Whilit we are here, in our 
travail through the world, we only 
beg of thee ſuch a meaſure of outward 
comforts as thou ſeeſt moſt convenient 
for us and ours. Letus have thy bleſ- 
ling with whatever we enjoy ; and 
give us patient and contented minds 
under all thy dealings with us. Make 
us faithful in obeyingthy Command, 
frit ro ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven 
and the righteouſneſs thereof , and 
then we know thy promiſe ſhall be ful- 
hlled, that all he chings ſhall be ad- 
ded tous, ſo as thou ſeeit will be beſt 
for us. To thy will, oh God, we 
delire humbly to relign up our ſelves 
and all our affairs : only do thou keep 
us contigually in thy fear and favour , 
and then deal with us as ſeems good 
inthy light. Encreaſe in us alincere 
love to all men, that-we may carefully 


* perform our duty to them,doing good 


to all, to the utmolit of our power ; 
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but never doing any kind of hurt or 
wrong to any, cither in thought ; 
word,or deed. Lord preſerve us from 
envying the richeſt, or deſpiling the 

reſt, and keep us ever free from 
| malice, uncharitableneſs, and 
from all deſire - of revenge, Eer thy 
grace ſo curb our paſlion, and change 
our corrupt natures, that we may not 
render evil for evil, but may always 
ſtudy to overcome evil with good. 
Whenever we receive injury from 0- 
thers, do thou enable as from the 
heart ſo to forgive them, as we for 
Chriſts ſake hope to be forgiven by 
thee,” Let us all in this Family hve 
in peace and love, and in the fear of 
cy great name, faithfully performing 
ur duties ,one to another , in our fe- 
veral Relations. Help us, oh heaven- 
ly Father, ro paſs the time of our ſo- 
journing here infear, as Pilgrims and 
ſtrangers, abſtaining from thoſe fleſhly 
luſts which war againſt our ſouls; that 
laying alide every weight and hin- 
drance, we may with patience run the 


holy Race that is ſer before us. Keep * 


us always mindful of that mn 
tate 
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fate toward which we are daily ten- 
ding, that we may ſpend this ſhorr 
life as beſeems thoſe who know that 
Death is haſting upon us, and that af- 
ter death comes judgment, when thou 
the righteous God wilt call us toan 
account for all our deeds done 1n rhe 
body, and wilt accordingly diſpoſe of 
us, either ro happineſs or milery for 
ever. OhLord make us in good ear- 
neſt in theſe our prayers; and help us 
tolive as thoſe that believe the great 
truths of thy Goſpel; that we may 
ever have ſuch a ſenſe of them upon 
our minds, that we may not dareat 
any time, upon any account, to allow 
our ſelves in any one (in, or in the 
negle& of any known duty - bur by 
patient concinuance in well-doing,may 
ſeek after, and make ſure of that glo- 
ry and immortality, which thou halt 
promiſed, through 7eſus Chriſt, to 
them that love and ierve thee. With 
us, ſhew mercy to the whole world. 
Tet the Goſpel of thy Son run and be 
glorified throughout ail the earth ; ler 
it bemade known to Heathens and In- 
fidels ; let it be obeyed by all chat 

are 
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are called Chriſtians. Let all popiſh 
datkneſs, ignorance, and Idolatry , 
with all other errours and berefices 
driven away by the light and truth of 
thy pure Goſpel ; and letthe coming 
of Chriſt wn glory be halined, Be 
mercitul to theſe nations wherein we 
live; and grant we may be ſo humbled 
and retormed, that we may be par- 
doned and ſpared. Be gracious to our 
dread Soveraign,with all his royal Re- 
lations, andenrich them with the gra- 
ces of thy holy Spirit. Make Mour 
Magiitrates faithful and zealous in pu- 
niſhing and ſuppretling wickedneſs, 
and in promoting vertue and godlineſs; 
and make us and all other Subjects loy- 
al and obecjent to our King, and to all 
in power under him. Let thy bleſ- 
ling be upon the faithtul Preachers of 
thy Goſpel, encreaſe daily their num- 
ber, and let their labours be bleſt and 
ſucceeded. Let all our differences be 
ſo compoted, that we may live 1n 
peace and love, and with one heart and 
one mouth may gloritie chee our God. 
Bleſs ail our friends and relations, and 
make them thy faithful and obedient 

1e1valts, 
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ſervants. Vilit in mercy al! the chil- 
dren of affliction, whatever their par- 
ticular neceſlities and burthens are, 
whether of ſoul or body, do thou ſea- 
ſonably and ſuitably comfort and re- 
lieve them. We humbly bleſs thy name 
for the merciesof this day, that thou 
haſt ſafely brought us to the end there- 
of; and earneſtly we beg thy pardon 
of whatever lins we have been guilty, 
whether of omilſion or commiſſion, in 
thought, word or deed. Take us we 
beſeech thee, and all that is ours, into 
thy care this night, and keep us,it it be 
thy will, from all evil of body, eſpeci- 
ally of foul - And ſo refreſh us with reſt 
and ſleep, that we may be fitred for thy 
ſervice and our lawful imployments in 
the following day: And all we humbly 
beg for Chriit Jeſus our Saviours lake, 
with whoſe words we conclude our 
imperfect prayers ſaying, as he himlelf 
hath caught us, Our Fathzrr wh:ch art 
in heaen &C, 
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Two Forms of Prayer 


eſpecially intended for | 


the Younger ſort. ' 


MORNING PRATER, 


Reat and Glorious Lord God, 
Thou haſt commanded us to 
remember thee our Creatour in the 
days of our youth : and here am I thy 
unworthy ſervant, delirous to mani- 
feſt my remembrance of thee, I pray- 
ing to thee, according to thine own 
appointment. My only hope of ac- 
ceprance is in thy goodneſs and mercy, 
who art a loving and tender Father to 
us thy poor creatures, and art ready 
to accept of the weak ſervices and pray- 
ers of thoſe, why do heartily delire to 
pleaſe thee and obtain thy favour. 
Wherefore T now moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee, to be gracious and favou- 
rable to me, a worthleſs, (inful crea- 
ture, 
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ture. Thave indeed been a tranſgreſ- 
ſour from the womb, and have ſhewn - 
my evil and wicked nature, by my 
great forwardneſs torun into any kind 
of wickedneſs that I have been capa- 
ble of. When I could do little elſe, I 
had ſoon learnt to fin againſt thee ; ve- 
ry early I began to be ſtubborn, and 
RIE-will, d, proud and flothful , quar- 
relſome 1 revengeful. And to this 
very day have I continued in my fins, 
which have encreaſed together with 
my years ; and have been given up to 
the pleaſing of my ſelf, and ſatisfying 
my own vain and childiſh inclinations, 
but have taken little thought for the 
pleaſing and ſerving of thee my Maker 
and Preſerver. Though I have had 
ſo much reaſon, that I could love my 
Parents and Friends, thoſe that did 
me good, and have been afraid of dif. 

lealing them, and of being corre&ted 
by them, yet have had little love for 
thee my God, who art the giver of all 
good ; nor have I been afraid of thy 
wrath, who canſt deſtroy both body 
and ſoul in Hell. This, oh Lord, 


hath been my great folly, anda very 
; great 
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great cauſe of all my other fins, that 
I have lived moſt of all by fight, and 
have little minded any thing but what 
is now before me. Theretore haveI 
forgotten thee, and lived as if there 
was no God, 'becauſe I could not ſee 
thee with bodily eyes ; and have pre- 
ferr'd any fooliſh pleaſure now in hand 
before the everlaſting joys of heaven, 
which are yertto come; and becauſe I 
could not fee Hell-trorments, nor hear 
the roarings and -out-cries of thoſe 
who are damned for their lins, there- 
fore have I made ſo light of finning 
againſt thee. But of this my folly, 
and all my wickedneſs the frair of it, 
Idelire toto be aſhamed before thee; 
confeſling that I have herein behaved 
my felf more. like a bruit Beaſt thana 


reaſonable creature, whilft 1 have | 


been led by my ſenſes more than by 
my reaſon, orby the belict of thy ho- 
ly word : And moſt juſtly mighteſt 
thou deal with me accordingly , and 
mighteſt ſhut me out of thoſe joys, 
which I have ſo little loved and ſought 
after; and mighteſt make me for ever 
feel thoſe tormerits, of which I have 


not | 


Es, 


on thay © _ Rio 5 VWY_YY ery E.Y 


ig) 


» Ua 


BD hwoco © 


uy 


7 <2 


(95) 
not been afraid. But I bumbly be. 
ſeech thee, oh merciful Fazher , for 
thy Son 7eſ#s ſake, take pity on me, 
and freely forgive me all my lins, and 
ſave me Go thoſe miſeries, which for 
my fins I have deſerved. And I be- 
ſeech thee to give me thy holy Spirit , 
that I may thereby have my mind en- 
lightned, my heart ſoftned, and my 
nature fo throughly renewed and 
changed, that I may be taken off from 
the love of all ſin, and. may take ſuch 
pleaſure in thy ſervice here, that I 
may live with thee in happineſs for 
ever hereafter. Since, through thy 
great mercy, 1 have been baptized in 
my infancy, and thereby given up to 
thee my God) and engaged tobe thy 
ſervant, do thou help me rightly to 


| underſtand and carefully to pertorm 


the duties to which by my Baptiſm I 
am bound : that I may in heart and 
life renounce the Devil and all his 
works, the luſts of the fleſh, and the 
pomps and vanities of. this world , 
and may remain Chriſts fairhful ſer- 
vant unto my lives end. Let thy grace 
preſerve me from all thoſe ſnares and 

tempta- 


a® » 
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tions, which in theſe my younger 
years I -am moſt in danger of, Oh 
keep me that I may never fall into rio- 
tiog and drunkenneſs, whoredom, or 
any kind of wantonneſs and unclean- 
neſs. Do thou help me at all times 


to watch over my ways, that I may ' 


not wilfully run into any temptations 
and occaſions of ſin ; that.I may not 
begivenup to idleneſs, gaming,nor the 
exceſſive love of any ſports or plea- 
ſures; nor may venture amongſt ſuch 
wicked companions as would entice 
me to. ungodly courſes ; neither let 
their jeers and ſcorns ever make me a- 
ſhamed of a {trit and holy life. 
Make me ever careful to hearken to the 
reproofs and inſtructions of © godly 
friends, and to keep my ſelf employ- 
ed in honeſt and lawful labours, or 
in theduties of religion. And whillt 
I thall continue in this dangerous world, 
be thou oh God my upholder and 
my guide. I delire heartily to give up 
my ſelf to thee, to be diſpoſed of as 
ſeems good in thy ſight, begging on- 
ly, that in every condition, —_ 
my whole life, -1 may be kept faithful 

to 
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to thee; and diligent in thy ſervice, 
that ſo at length I may be brought ſafe 
through all difficulties and dangers , 
into that everlaſting reſt which remains 
for thy people. Be merciful to the 
whole world; fill the ſame with the 
knowledge of thy Goſpel ; and let 
the coming of Chrilt in glory be haſt- 
ned. Begracious tothele nations, to 
our King, with all his royal Relations, 
and all Magiſtrates under him. Bleſs 


| the Miniſters of thy holy word, with 


all thy people, and my kindred and 
friends. Shew mercy to all them thar 
are in affliction; and let thy bleſſing 
be upon this Family to which I belong. 
I praiſe thy name for the mercies of 
this laſt night; and beg thy preſence 
with me this day, that I may notdo 
any thing which is diſplealing to thee, 
but may ever ſo live in thy fear, that] 
may be ſure ofthy favour , both here 
and to alleternity. And all I humbly 
beg for thy dear Son Jeſus ſake, who 
hath taught us.to pray, ſaying, Or 
Father which art in heaven, Hatlowed 
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EVENING PRATER. 


Oſt great and glorious Lord | 
Go 


, | Thou dwelleſt in the | 


higheſt heavens, and yer thou regar- 
deſt the meanelt of thy creatures here 
on this earth, and art ever ready to 
ſhew mercy to ſuch as do humbly and 
* earneſtly ſeek to thee for the ſame. 

Wherefore Ido now moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee to take pity on me, a weak 
and worthleſs creature, and to deal 
with me, -not after my deſerts, but 
according to the multitude of thy ten- 


der compaſſions. I canpor, alas! plead | 


any deſerts of my own: for though 
I am thy creature, yet am I avile lin- 
ner, one thar deſerves not the leaſt of 
all thy mercies. I was born into this 
world witha linful and corrupt natare, 
which is prone to wickednels, and very 
backward and liltlefs ro any thing that 
is good: And I have already thewn 
forth the ſinfulnefs of my nature, in 
thoſe fins which I have commurred a- 
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oainſt thee, Though up years haye 
been but few, yet my {ins have been 
many and very grievous, Of that lit- 
tle time which I have lived in the 
world I have walted much in folly and 
idleneſs, in ſports and pleaſures, fel- 


| dom thinking what I was ſent into the * 
| world for, or how I might do to make 
| my ſelf happy for ever. I have in- 

deed been often raught, that 1 was 
| made on purpoſe to ſerve thee, oh 
| God, inobeying thy commandments, 
| that foT might live with thee for ever 

in heaven; yet have grievoul]v neg- 


lected thy fervice, and have not made 
it my bulineſs to get acquainted with 
thy holy laws; and thoſ: plain com- 
mands, which I have known, 1 have 


| often wilfully broken. Little delight 


have had in praying to thee, in rea- 


| ding or hearing thy holy word : but 
| have greatly negleRed theſe duties, 


and have oft ſpent the Lords day in 
idleneſs and playing, Yea , with 
ſhame 1 mult confeſs, I have taken 
pleaſure in reading any fooliſh book 
rather than in the holy Bible : And 
thouch 1 could well enough remem- 
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ber idle ſtories, vain and wanton ſongs! 
yet have I ſoon forgotten thy bleſled 
word, after I have read or heard the 
ſame. Many times have I been diſo- 
bedient to my Parents, and to thoſe 
who have had rule over me; and 
when Ihave committed faults, I have 
been preſently ready to tell lies for 
the exculing my ſelf, though 1 knew 
I did ill therein, Very ealily have I 
beendrawn into ill company, and to 
joyn'with them in doing evil : and 
though 1 bave ſeen many of my com- 
panions, as young as I, die before rme , 
yet have I ſeldome thought with my 
ſelf how I ſhould do to get fitted for 
death, or what would become of me 


after death in another world. Now, | 
oh Lord, 1 beſeech thee ro open my | 


eyes, and ſoften my heart, and work in 
me 2 true ſorrow and repentance for 
theſe, and all other the fins which 1 
have at any time committed againſt 
thee, that ſo I may find mercy and 
forgiveneſs from thee. Have mercy 
upon me, oh thou God of mercy ,and 
for the Lord Jeſus ſake be at peace 


with me. Let his precious blood walh 
nic 
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me from all my ſins, and procure thy 
favour , that I mayeſcape thoſe eter- 
nal rorments which I have molt juſtly 
deſerved. Through the Lord Jeſus 
do thou become my gracious, —_ 
Father , owning me as thy dutifu 
child: And help me to ſhew that I 
am ſo, by living in a careful obedi- 
ence to all thy holy laws. Oh that 
the time paſt of my life may ſuffice to 
have ſpent ſo vainly and careleſly , 
Lord make me for the time to come 
diligent and careful in ſerving thee, 
and in working out my own ſalvation. 
Make me ſo wiſe for my own good, 
that I may put off the amending of 
my ways, and leading a godly life ill 
hereafter; Let me not think it roo 
ſoon to ſet about that work for which 
all my life was given me, and 1s all lit- 
tle enough, Juſtly then mailt thou 
ſhorten my days, it I ſhould wiltully 
defer my repentance and reformati- 
on. Yea jultly mailt thou refuſe to 
accept of me in old age, if now I 
fpend my youth, and the belt of my 
days in ſerving the Devil, and fatts- 
fying my own luſts. Wherefore oh 
Lord, 


( 102) 
Lord, I beſeech thee, now betimes to 
. _ encline my heart to thy fear and ſer. 
vice, that when I amold, I may ne. 
ver depart from thee. Make me al- 
ways ſenl(ible of the ſhortneſs and un- 
certainty of my life, that numbring 
my days, 1 may apply my heart to 
wifdome; and through my whole life 
may make this my great ſtudy and 
care, to get an everlaiting happineſs 
in the world to come. Oh never ſuf- 
fer me, good God, to become lo foo- 
liſh, as tor any pleaſures of (in, to 
part with the: hopes of eternal glo- 
ry, and to fcil my ſoul into the hands 
of Satan, to be tormenred with him 
for ever, But do thou, oh Lord, 
{trengthen me by thy grace, againit 


all his remprations, and again{t the al- 


lurements of the world and the fleſh, ' 


that they may not prevail over me, 
Help me to flee all youthful Jults, and 
to follow after ſobriety, chaltity , and 
all manner of purity, virtue and god- 
linefs. When-ever I am ready to run 
into lin, oh then fill my mind with 
the thoughts of that Hell, ro which 
fia leads; and let the hopes of hea- 
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ven” make me ever chearful and con- 
ſtant in thy ſervice. Let thy word 
be my chief ſtudy and delight, and 
thy people my conſtant companions ; 
and let thy holy Spirit ever guide and 
aſſiſt me in the ways of Holineſs, cill 
at length I ſhall be advanced to that 
happineſs which ſhall never end. Be 
merciful to the whole world, kill the 
ſame with the knowledge of thy Goſe 
pel, and let the coming of Chriſt in 
glory be haltned. Be gracious to theſe 
nations, to our King and all his Roy- 
al Relations, and co all Magiſtrates un- 
derhim, Bleſs the Miniſters ofthy ho- 
ly word, with all thy people, and my 
kindred and friends. Shew mercy to 
all chemthat arc in aſtliction ; and ler 
thy bleſſing be upon this family to 
which I belong. I praiſe thy name for 
the mercies of this day, and humbly 
beg pardon for the fins 1 have herein 
been guilty of, whether in chought, 
word or deed. Take me into thy 
care, IT beſeech thee, this night, and 
preſerye both ſoul and body from evil , 
and ſo refreſh me with quiet reit and 
lleep, that I may be beter fitted by 

thy 


£8 | 
thy ſervicein the following day. And} 
all I humbly beg of thy divine Majeſty, 
for the Lord Chriſt Jeſus ſake, who | 
bath raught us to pray, ſaying, Our 
Father &c. | | 


Grace before Meat. { 


'Ex* thy bleſſing, oh God, we be- | 
CJ feech thee, to thy good creatures | 
now provided for us, that by aſober 
and moderate uſe of them, our bodies 
may be ſtreagrthned and fitted for thy 
ſervice, for Jeſus Chrilts ſake, Amen. 


Grace after Meat. | 


V E bleſs thee oh God, for the 
refreſhments at this time af- 
forded to us and for all other thecom- 
forts we enjoy, whether for ſoul or | 
body ; Help us we pray thee to ſhew | 
our thankfulneſs for thy mercies, by 
living to yi praiſe, in a ſincere obe- 
dience to all thy commandments, for 


Jeſus Chriſts ſake, Amen. 


F INIS, 


